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Legislative Assembly

Thursday, the 2nd November, 1978

The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took the Chair
at 2,15 pom., and read prayers.

PORNOGRAPHY
Exploitation of Children: Petition

MR BATEMAN (Canning) [2.18 p.m.1: 1 pre-
sent a petition as follows—
TO—
THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER
AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY OF THE PARLIAMENT OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA IN PARLIAMENT
ASSEMBLED:
We, the undersigned residents in the State
of Western Australia do herewith pray thai
Her Majesty’s Government of Western Aus-
tralia will do all it can to prevent the sexual
exploitation of children by way of photo-
graphy for commercial purposes.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that
your honourable House will give this matter
earnest consideration and your petitioners as
in duty bound will ever pray.
This petition bears 135 signatures, and T cerlify
that it conforms with the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: T direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 43).
PORNOGRAPHY

Exploitation of Children: Petition

MR MCcIVER (Avon) [2.19 pm.]. T have to
present a petition from 10 residents of York,
and the wording is the same as that of the pre-
vious petition. It conforms with the Standing
Orders of the Legislative Assembly, and I have
certified accordingly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

{See petition No. 44).

NUCLEAR ACTIVITIES REGULATION BILL
Second Reading
MR MENSAROS (Flareat—Minister for Indus-
trial Development) [2.20 p.m.]J: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
On the 25th August, 1977, the Commonwealth
Government announced its decisions regarding
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uranium development. Thesc were based on the
recommendations in the two Fox reports, One
decision was the development of uniform codes
of practise to control health and safety in the
uranium industry.

The State Government announced its policy,
approving and encouraging uranium mining, pro-
cessing, exporl of yellow cake and beneficiation—
subject to adequate safeguards—by way of a
motion by the Premier which was carried in the
Legislative Assembly on the 25th October, 1977,
and in the Legislative Council on the 10th Nov-
ember, 1977.

In April this year the Commonwealth uni-
laterally introduced enabling legislation to Fed-
eral Parliament. The legislation in ils original
form was unaccepiahle to the States, As a result
of pressure from all States, the Bill was sub-
stantially amended before being passed.

The amendments mean thal implementation of
the codes will be through State legislation. The
Commonwealth cannot use its legislation to im-
plement codes within a State unless the State
makes a specific request for the particular code
to apply.

The State then needed 1o look to its own
legislation as the vehicle for code adoption and
implementation. After careful consideration of
various options it was decided that a new Act
was needed to allow for consolidated adoption of
codes of practice.

The Bilt before the House is that propased Act
and has been written to reflect the provisions,
where relevant, of the Commonwealth Environ-
ment Protection (Nuclear Codes) Act, 1978.

Mr Davies: Has that Act been passed?

Mr MENSAROS:; 1 think so, yes.

The object of this legislation is to make pro-
visian for protecting the health and safety of the
people and the environment from possible harmful
effects associated with nuclear activities, The
means by which this will be achieved is by the
formulation and adoption by regulation of codes
of practice that will ensure that the nuclear
industry is controlled to the extent necessary to
meet the objects of the Act.

The nuclear activities defined in this Bill are
those associated with what is commonly called
the nuclear fuel cycle. This cycle includes the
mining and milling of radioactive ores; pro-
cessing these ores to the point where they can
be used in nuclear power generation; storage of
radioactive waste, both short and long term; and
the recycling of radioactive fuels such as uranium
and plutonium.
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At present anly mining and milling will take
place in Western Australia but there is the strong
likelihood of further processing and nuclear power
generation in the future. While there is no move
towards nuclear power stalion waste storage in
Western Australia the legislation will allow for
proper control should this ever occur.

The nuclear activities defined in this Bill are
those associated with the nuclear fuel cycle. The
definition is narrower than the one used in the
Commonwealth Act., This reflects the criticism
made of that definition that it brought areas such
as medical and research uses of radioactive sub-
stances into the umbil of the Act.

The codes developed under the proposed Nuclear
Activities Regulation Act will not intrude into
thuse areas which are more properly controlled
by the Minister for Health through the Ruadiation
Safely Act, 1975.

The Bill provides for the formulation and adop-
tion, by regulation, of nuclear codes. These may
be developed by the State in co-operation wilh
the Commonwealth, There is a discretionary
power to adopt acceptable parts of Commonwealth
codes without having to adopt the total code.

A single Minister will be responsible for the
formulation of codes and the writing of regula-
tions to implement a particular code. In this pro-
cess ne will be required to consult with other
Ministers of the Crown. There is also a provisian
for public comment to be obtained on both the
formulated code and the regulations that are
written from the code.

The administration of the regulations will be
delegated to Ministers with special interests or
expertise regarding the nuclear activilies dealt
with by the regulations. It would be expected that
these other Ministers would use existing adminis-
trative machinery, including inspectors, to ensure
the regulations were observed. There is no present
intention to set up an elaborate, new system of in-
spectors. It is believed the existing structures cun
be adapted to the new regulations as they are
developed.

The Minister responsible for the Act will have
the ability to act quickly in the case of special
situations, These are defined to be when the laws
of the State are deficient tn an emergency situ-
ation. This is seen as a necessary safeguard to
allow for unforeseen circumstances.

After 14 days any direction given by the Minis-
ter will lapse automatically unless the Governor
acts to extend the period for up to six months
after the initial action by the Minister. The Bill
provides for recovery of costs or expenses in-
curred by the Minister in a special situation,
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To keep the public informed regarding the
regulation of nuclear activities the Minister ad-
ministering the Act is required to prepare an an-
nual report for presentation to Parliament.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Skidmore.

URANIUM (YEELIRRIE) AGREEMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR MENSAROS (Floreat—Minister for Indus-
trial Development) [2.29 p.m.1: [ move—

That the Bill be now read a second lime.
The purpose of the Bill before the House is to
ratify an agreement between the Government and
Western Mining Corporation Limiled.

The agreemenl sets out the conditions for
esiablishment of a uranium mining and treatment
operation at Yeelirrie situated in the north of
the eastern goldfields approximately 240 kilo-
metres from Leonora and approximately 630
kilometres north-east from Perth.

Although it will be some years before planning
und investigatory work can be taken to lhe stage
where construction of the treatment plant will
commence, it is considered to be mast important
that the corporation and the State reach upree-
ment at this stage so that the basis of development
could clearly be understood by both parties.

Equally, it is imporiant that developmental
companies, financiers and people and Governments
overseas as well as elsewhere in Australia should
clearly understand that from the point of view
of the Government of Western Australia the way
is clear for the Yeelirrie uranium development
to proceed, provided always of course that every
health, environmental and other safeguard will
be taken.

The agreement will lead to a development of
major significance to Western Awustralia. Benefits
will flow from the initial capital investment likely
to be in the order of $320 million which will
have a substantiul fow-on effect through the
economy. During the construction phase approxi-
mately 800 to 1000 people will be directly
employed in the construction activity, The
completed plant will require 650 workers for its
operation together with 200 permanent ¢ontractors
providing a service back-up to Lhe venture. This
will give rise to a new township for approxim-
ately 2 500 people.

As a forerunner 1o the main development, it
will be necessary for a metallurgical research
plant 1o be erected in Kalgoorlie to allow final
testing of the Yeelirrie ore. 8ite works for lhe
research plant are scheduled to commence in
early 1979, subject 1o environmental approvals,
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and will involve 35 persons on site, approximately
another 90 persons on fabrication work during
the construction phase, and 60 permaneni em-
ployees during its operation. During the first
year or two the research plant will be utilised
to test Yeelirrie ores; but thercafter it is pro-
posed that it will have an ongoing function as a
research plant for ores for other minerals from
throughout the region.

Ore ilaken from the mining areas during the
main development wiil be put through a nearby
treatment plant to produce uranium oxide and
vanadium oxide, called “yellow cake” and “red
cake” respectively, The 4 000 tonne output will
be transported by road to a container pori, prob-
ably Fremantle. The major inputs to the treat-
ment plant will be caustic soda and fuel ail,
which will provide a major transport task.

This project is quite different from most other
developmental projects in that the input to the
mine site is infinitely greater than the output of
produced maiterial, In an iron ore mine there js
virtually no input, and there are millions of tonnes
of ore shipped out. In this case, there is a larger
input, although when compared with other activ-
ities even that is fairly small. There is a minimal
output, because all the production is in the form
of concentrated yellow cake.

Mr Jamieson: Not unlike gold production?

Mr MENSAROS: The member for Welshpool
is quite right in this, yes.

It is considered that the most appropriate way
ta explain the full implications of the agreement
to members would be to discuss each of the
clauses generally in the order in which they appear
in the agreement.

As previously mentioned, the agreement is
between the State and Western Mining Corpora-
tion Limited, the preseni holder of the mineral
claims al Yeelirrie. However, il is expecled that
the project will be developed as a joint venture
between three participants.

Firstly, there is the Yeelirrie Development Com-
pany Pty. Ltd., a wholly owned subsidiary of
Western Mining Corporation Limited which will
be incorporated in Western Australia. This is
quite a significant and imporiant feature compared
with many of the previous larger developmental
projects. This company is expected to hold a
75 per cent interest in the project,

Secondly, there is Esso Exploration and Produc-
tion Australia Inc., which is expected to hold a
15 per cent interest. Members will know that
company is part of the Exxon group, which is one
of the largest groups of companics in the world.
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Thirdly, there is Urangesellschaft Australia Pty.
Ltd., a prospective holder of 10 per cent. That is
a West German company.

Whilst the joint venture agreement between
these parties has not yet been concluded, it is
expected that it will be finalised in the near
future, Accordingly, although the negotiations of
the agreement were between the Western Mining
Corporation Limited and the State, it was with
the knowledge and presence of the other pros-
pective venturers. It is anticipated that the other
parties will be included in the agreement by an
assignment which will require the approval of
the State in the uvsnal way of these agreements,

The agreement at clause 4 provides that the
terms of the agreement do not come into opera-
tion until there is a ratification by this Parliament.
Clause 4(3) is a special feature of this agreement
in that it gives the corporation until the 31st
December, 1979, to conclude its joint venture
arrangements, and in particular to be aware of
the full requirements of the Government in respect
of the protection of the environment.

If the joint venlurers give notice that they wish
to proceed, then the balance of the agreement
comes into effect. If such notice is not given,
then the agreement terminates.

In view of the special nature of the project
and the requirements of the nuclear codes of
practice, there is a need for a restricted zone to
be created around the mining operation and
any future areas to be the subject of mining.
For this reason it has been necessary to create
the temporary reserve described in clause 5 of the
agreement now before members.

[ will explain in more detail the nature of
what is proposed when 1 discuss the mineral
lease clauses of the agreement.

Reference has already been made 1o the metal-
lurgical research plant which is proposed to be
established near Kalgoorlie. That is commonly
called the “pilot plant™. To facilitate the develop-
ment of this plant it is necessary for the State to
take certain actions in respect of leases, ease-
ments, and licences. These are set out in clause 7.

Under the provisions of clause 8 of the agree-
ment, the corporat.on is obliged 1o submit by the
31Ist of December, 1982, ils proposals for a min-
ing and treatment project with a capacily to treat
1.21 million tonnes of ore per annum. In formula-
ting its proposals, the corporation must have due
regard for the enviromental review and manage-
ment programmes already submitied by the cor-
poration and the State’s responses thereto.
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The proposals will cover all aspects of the pro-
ject including specific proposals in respect to
safety. A separate proposal is also required for
the management of the environment.

The standard provisions of all agreements rati-
fied by this Parliament in recent years relating lo
the consideration and approval of the proposals
are contained in clause 9. The corporation is re-
quired under clause 10, once approval is given,
to implement them and have the treatment plant
in gperation four years thereafter,

If it is desired at any future time significantly
to modify expand or otherwise vary the activities
beyaond those approved then it is necessary for
additional proposals to be submitted and consi-
dered by the State in the same way as the initial
proposals.

Clause 12 of the agreement relates to the on-
going cansideration of the corporalion’s environ-
mental management programme submitted initi-
ally as a proposal.

This clause provides for programmes of investi-
gation, research and monitaring to be carried out
continuously with an obligation to report to the
Minister at yearly intervals with detailed reports
being required three yearly,

The Minister, on the basis of the detailed re-
port, has a right to call upon the corporation to
submit additional detailed proposals for the man-
agement of the environment.

Complementary to these particular provisions
of the agreement is the inclusion at clause 41 of
the standard environmental clause which has been
included in all new ratified agreements since 1971,

A very important aspect of this agreement is
that contained in clause 13, It requires the corpor-
ation to comply with those nuclear codes of prac-
tice referred to therein until such time as by a
sepatate Act of the Parliament of the State, the
State is empowered to adopt the necessary nuclear
codes of practice, that being the legislation [
introduced recently.

Only a short time ago | expliined to members
the contents of a Bill entitled Nuclear Activities
Regulation Bill, under which the State will have
the requisite powers for the consolidated adoption
by the State of such nuclear codes of practice.

As has been the State’s practice in other ratified
agreements of this nature, provision has been made
in this agreement for Western Australian profes-
sionual services, labour, materials and equipment
to be used as far as it is reasonable and economi-
cally practicable in connecttan with the project.
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As a further measure to strengthen this re-
quirement which is contained in clause 14 of
the agreement, an additional provision has for
the first time been included in the proposals
clause for a submission to be made on the in-
tended use of local professional services, labour
and materials.

Water for the Yeelirrie project will be obtained
from groundwater reserves in the region. Two
water schemes are likely to be developed, one to
supply potable water to the township, and the
other to supply a lower quality process water for
the treatment plant,

The normal provisions relating to the develop-
ment of these water supplies including the right
for the State to acquire the facilities if it so
desires are included in clause 15 of the agreement.

A significant feature of the project is in rela-
tion to the transportation task in that the inwards
tonnauge which will comprise mainly caustic soda
and fuel gil is many times greater than the
output.

Caustic soda and fuel oil will be consumed
in larpe quantities, estimated at 52 000 tonnes
and 71000 tonnes per annum respectively when
the plant is in operation.

Yellow cake and red cake, as | have already
explained, will require transport to a container

port and the quantity is approximately 4 000
tonnes per annum.

In considering the transport requirements of
the project, there were three possible solutions—

through Geraldton by road;
through Esperance by rail to Leonora and
then road;

through Fremantle by rail to Leonora and
then by road.

The opportunity to use the outports of Esperance
or Geraldton was preferable to concentrating
activity on Fremantle,

In considering whether the transport should be
through Esperance or Geraldion, it became ap-
parent that Yeelirrie was virtually on the “water-
shed” of these two options. The agreement there-
fore provides for either one or other of the
alternatives to be taken up,

Clauses 16 and 17 relate to the sharing of the
cost of a seuled road from Yeelirrie to Leonora
and the transport of caustic soda, fuel oil and
other bulk commodities from Esperance to Leo-
nara by rail.

Clause I8 provides that the corporation may
after consultation with the Railways Commission
request the Minister that it be allowed to transport
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its requirements via Geraldion rather than via
Esperance. The Minister must make his decision
on the basis of which of the options is cheaper
from the corporation viewpoint, taking into
account full operating, maintenance, and capital
cos(s.

I is significant that if the corporation chooses
the Geraldion option, it will be required to
contribule three-quarters of the cost of a sealed
road from M1. Magnet o Yeelirrie which will
cost about $13 million at today’s costs.

1If the corporation elects to transport its inward
tonnages from Esperance to Leonora by rail the
freight rates set out in the first schedule to the
apreement will apply unless they are varied as
a result of consultation between the Railways
Commission and the corporation.

The next clause of the agreement deals with
the generation and supply of electricity. I avail-
able the corporation shall purchase its require-
menis of electricity from the State Energy Com-
mission or as an alternative contribute fowards
the cost of augmentation of the State Energy
Commission’s facilities to enable it to supply the
necessary power.

However, it is anticipated that, with the approval
of ihe State Energy Commission, the corporation
will generate and supply ils own power require-
ments. The usual proviso for the State to acquire
these facilities if it so desires has been included.

As I have already foreshadowed, the mining
operations of this project are unique and hence it
has been necessary for special provisions to be
included in the mineral lease clause.

The uranium mineralisation occurs at shallow
depth and the main are body has been identified
as being approximately 9 000 metres—that is nine
kilometres—lang with an average width of 750
metres and being approximately three 1o seven
metres in depth,

The ore reserves are estimated at approximately
34 million tonnes al a grade of 0.14 per cemt
uranium oxide containing approximately 46 000
lonnes of contained uranium oxide.

The are body will be mined by selective open-
cut methods., M1 is expected that 1,21 million
tonnes of ore per annum will be mined giving
an approximate 22-year life for the total opera.
tion. Additional drilling is likely to extend the
resource thus the life of the project.

A plan—a copy of which I will now table—
shows the mineral claims presently registered in
the corporatlion’s name.

The paper was tubled (See puper No. 462).
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Mr MENSAROS; The agreement provides that
the corporation will be granted a mineral lease
over the area shown hatched yellow on the plan.
This will include the initial mining activity,
together with the treatment plant and the tailings
disposal area.

The ore treatment plant will be located approxi-
mately 2.5 kilometres north of the open-cut mining
operation. From the throughput of 1.2 million
tonnes of ore per annum il will produce approxi-
mately 2500 tonnes of yellow cake (uranium
oxide) and 1000 tonnes of red cake (vanadium
oxide},

The process of converting the ore to yellow
cake and red cake is essentially of a hydro-
metallurgical nature and involves grinding of the
ore, leaching under pressure utilising caustic soda,
separation of solutions containing the uranium
and vanadium from the solid wastes, and recovery
of the yellow cake and red cake.

In processing the ore, some 95 per cent of the
uranium and 80 per cent of the vanadiom will
be extracied. The ore residve will issue from the
plant as tailings and a number of options far its
containment are being examined by the corporation
in liaison with the Department of Conservation
and Environment,

Both the treatment plant and the tailings dis-
posal will be the subject of detailed proposals to
be submitted by the corporation under the pro-
posals clause. The State will thus be enabled to
cargfully consider all aspects prior to any
approvals being given.

Qutside of the initial mineral lease there are a
number of mineral claims held by the corporation
—-edged in blue on the plan—which the corpora-
tion will explore during the five-year period
commencing when the treatment plant comes into
operation. These mineral claims have been sur-
rounded by the temporary reserve—shown in
red—which ! have already referred to. The
corporation has the right during the five-year
period to add to its mineral lease so much of the
blue mineral claims and temporary reserve as is
necessary for its future operations and to comply
with the safety requirements of the nuclear codes
of praclice,

There is also a provision for the corporalion o
be granted a special Land Act lease of the land
shown in green on the plan which is a part of
the Yeelirrie pastoral lease held by the corpora-
tion. Similarly there is provision for areas of
adjacent pastoral leases to be resumed for the
same purpose. The purpose of this lease is to
give the corporation responsibility for areas of
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land surrounding its project which may be affected
by the draw-down of underground water caused
by the mining operations. The corporation intends
to develop the area as a de-stocked buffer zone.

Under the provisions of clause 22 the corpora-
tion is to be granted a special Jease on which the
new township of Yeelirrie will be developed for
the corporation’s work force, In the event that
circumstances arise in the future which necessitate
it being an open township, there is provision for
declaration under section 10 of the Land Act,
and the granting of frechold title.

Clause 23 obliges the corporation to meel all
costs of development of the township.

Very careful consideration has been given by
the Government to the provisions contained in
the agreement relating to the royaity to be paid
to the State. In essence the corporation will pay
raoyalty at the rate of 3.5 per cent of the f.o.b.
value in respect of uranium oxide shipped or sold
from the mineral Jease.

Mr Davies: What do you expect the production
figure to be?

Mr MENSAROS: We expect it to be 2500
tonnes of yellow cake per year,

Mr Davies: What is roughly the value of a
tonne now?

Mr MENSAROS: As calculated today, it could
be expected that 1 per cent of royalty will
produce $1.7 million. The revenue to the Siate
from royalties will be quite substantial.

The meaning of the expression “f.o.b. value
has been fully explained in the agreement. How-
ever, provision has been included that where it is
considered that either the f.o.b. value or any of
the other costs or charges referred does not reflect
a true and proper value or that a cosl or charge
has not been properly incurred the Minister shall
determine the f.o.b, value and/or treat the charge
as nat being properly incurred.

Might 1 explain here that on the world market
it is not yellow cake mainly which is sold.
Furthermore, the safety requirements adopted by
the Commonwealth, and agreed to by the State,
require that the point of handover—until which
point  Australia is responsible for its safety—is
al the hexa-fluoride point. Therefore, we had
to devise a method to calculate the hexa-Auoride
price back to the f.o.b. value of yellow cake
shipped in the port. That f.ob. is the basis of
3.5 per cent royalty.

If the corporation does not agree with such
determination the matter may be referred to
arbitration,
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The agreement provides for a review of the
rate of royalty seven years after the treatmeni
plant comes into operation and at five-yearly in-
tervals thereafter.

Also 1 might add here that the State was in a
very difficult position because it virtually had to
initiate a policy of uranium royalty. Despite the
fact that royalties are being discussed for the
Ranger project in the Northern Territory, there
are vast differences belween that project and the
Yeelirrie projecl. Firstly, the Ranger project ore
is much higher in grade, and there is less over-
burden to be treated to obtain the same fonnage
of yellow cake. Secondly, that project is much
closer to the coast and, thirdly, there are devices
throngh which the Commonwealth Government
contributes to the infrastructure which we do not
have at all.

Perhaps more imporlantly, the royalty nego-
tiated with regard to the Ranger project goes in
two calepories to the Aborigines. One will be a
straightoul royalty, and the other will be accord-
ing to the terminology of the Commonwealth
compensation legislation to the traditional owners
of the land. 1t is our understanding that neither
the Commonwealth nor the Northern Territory
will receive any royalties from that project. We
had to cut virtually new ground because although
there has been a precedent it could be considered
lo be almost notional. It goes from 4 per cen
lo 2 per cemt. However, the 1 per cent is com-
bined with other provisions; namely, per-
centage of the profil. The 2 per cent is rather
notional, as not much export occurred in that
State with 2 per cent royalty. So, this State, by
agreeing to a royalty of 34 per cent, has laid
the path, and has definitely achieved a royally
which will be of benefit 1o the State, and a royalty
which is higher than all royalties previously
known, yet it is commercially viable from the
point of view of the company.

The corporation is required under clause 26 of
the agreement to keep under constant review
with the State the feasibility of further pro-
cessing.

The usuval stamp duty exemption clauses to
cover this agreement have been included, but have
been extended in one aspect because of a parti-
cular requirement of the project.

In order to meet its 75 per cent share of the
cost of construction and development of the pro-
ject, which is very substantial, the corporation
intends lo raise the necessary equity capital by
preselling jts products.
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It is expected that the customers of the corpora-
tion for these products will require some form of
security over Lhe corporation's assets. 1t has there-
fore been agreed that the Stale may exempt from
not more than 75 per cent of the stamp duty which
might be chargeable on any relevant documents
associated with these special financing arrange-
ments when they are presented for assessment, if
the State, under hand of the Treasurer, so de-
termines.

T must stress that this special exemption can be
applied only in respect of arrangements for the
purchase of the products of the corporation pur-
suant 1o the agreement. In other words other bor-
rowings or fundings of the project not associated
with the sale or purchase of the products will be
subject to stamp duty assessmeni in the normal
way.

I do not propose to go into delail of any of
the remaining provisions of the agreement, since
these are standard to agreements of this nature
and should be understcod by members of this
House,

J can earnestly and sincerely assure all mem-
bers of this House that the uimost consideration
and thought has been given by the Government,
in the negotiation of this agreement, to all the
provisions contained therein.

} therefore commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Jamieson.

EXPLOSIVES AND DANGEROUS GOODS
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR MENSAROS (Floreat—M inister for Mines)
{3.03 p.m.1: ) move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The principal Act which this Bill proposes to
amend relates to the control of explosives and
also regutates as to the slorage of dangerous
goods.

As far as dangerous goods are concerned the
regulatory powers under the Act are concerned
mainly with the storage of such goods. However
it is considered, and 1 am sure members will agree
following the recent cyamide spillage near Woo-
roloo, that there is a2 need for the Act’s regulatory
powers to be extended to cover the transport of
dangerous poods, particularly by road vehicles.
In this regard the Bill provides for the prescribing
of regiations for the carriage of dangerous poods
and the licensing of vehicles carrying such goods.

Also, following recent amendments to the ex-
plosives regulations to effect the United Nations
classification for explosives in Western Australia,
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an amendment to the Act was highly desirable io
provide such classification. It was recognised that
not only explosives but also other dangerous goods
should be classified in Western Australia in the
manner recommended by the United Nations,

The need for uniform classification of dangerous
goods has been recognised by all other Australian
States and each is preparing suitable legislation
to effect this requirement—for example, the New
South Wales dangerous goods regulations, gazetted
on the 1ith July, 1978. Already in Western
Australia we have had confusion due to the
difference in labelling requirements for dangerous
goods which could lead to potentially hazardous
situations; for example—

drums of highly flammable liquid arriving
into Western Australia from overseas bear
the label “Class 3 Dangerous Goods"—the
class 3 dangerous goods of Western Australia
are merely flammable oils of hazard similar
to distillate fuel oil; and also

the UN classification of liguefied petroleum
gas is Class 2 dangerous goods, whereas in
Western Australia Class 2 dangerous goods
refer to flammable liquids similar to kero-
sene.

The possibility of a disastrous occurrence through
misinterpretation and mishandling of these dan-
gerous goods is self-evident. Hence there is
urgent need for amendment to the third schedule
to the Act in order that the United Nations
recommended classification of dangerous goods
may be followed in Western Australia.

Certain other tidying up amendments are alse
required to—

(a) Carrect a metrication omission and allow
for greater control, in the public interest,
over the Lype and quantily of explosives
that may be carried in road passenger
vehicles plying for hire or reward;

(b) allow for the pgazettal as dangerous
goods of any substances considered to be
a direct danger to the public;

(c) allow for the prescribing of safety
requirements required for hazardous
substances without imposing on the public
all other provisions of the Act;

{(d) allow for packaging and labelling of
dangerous goods;

(e) allow for consultation between the chief
inspector and his inspectors before any
remedial action or the cessation of a
dangerous practice is imposed;

(fy increase the maximum penally for
breaches of the Act;
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(g} allow for the provision of information
on dangerous goods involved in any
accident;

(h) provide for the prescribing of forms.

1 would like to point out that apart from the
tidying-up provisions this is only enabling legis-
lation for the Governor to be able to proclaim
regulations to contain the various codes and rules
regarding the transport of dangerous goods. The
regulations will be worked out and in due course
laid on the Table of the House.
I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Jamieson.

BILLS (4): MESSAGES
A ppropriations

Messages from the Governor and Depuly Gov-
ernor received and read recommending appropria-
tions for the purpases of the following Bills—

1. Control of Vehicles (Off-road areas) Bill.
2. Nuclear Activities Regulation Bill.
3. Uranium (Yeelirrie) Agreement Bill.

4, Explosives and Dangerous Goods
Amendment Bill.

Act

APPROPRIATION BILL (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND)

In Committee

Resumed from the 1st November. The Chair-
man of Committees (Mr Clarko) in the Chair;
Sir Charles Court (Treasurer) in charge of the
Bill.

Part 2: Premier and Treasurer—
Vote; Miscellaneous Services, $123 518 000—

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported after
ilem 15 had been discussed.

ltem No. 39: Diabetic Association of W.A.,
$300—

Mr DAVIES: | seem to recall that recently
the Diabetic Association was seeking funds, yel
according to the Estimates there was no expendi-
ture last year although $300 was budgeted. Have
we found an organisalion to which we are
offering money that is not wanted? If so, could
we find some more?

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 invite the attention
of the Leader of the Opposition to the fact that
there is another jtem relating 1o diabetes research,
which is a separate item. The item we are dis-
cussing is a prant towards the associations holi-
day camp for diabetic children. The grant is
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made available in each year the camp is con-
ducled. 1 understand ai the camp children are
taught the disciplines necessary for diabetic treat-
ment, such as testing procedures. The amount
of the grant was established with the association
and 1o the best of my knowledge it is lo enable
the association to conduct its holiday camp.

ftem No, 42: Environmetric Systemns—Refuse
Disposal Studies, 37 500—

Mr DAVIES: 1 am not cerlain what “environ-
metric” means as distinct from environmental, 1
have not come acrass anything of this nature
before. TLast year $15000 was voted for these
studies, $7 500 was used, and an amount of $7 500
has been allocated this year, Can the Premier
enlighlen us as to what is happening? What is
the programme related to and what will be the
outcome of the studies? Are the studies con-
tinuing, or will they finish after this year?

Sir CHARLES COURT: If | recall correcily
this matter was the subject of a query on a previ-
ous occasion. The provision has been made for
the balance of an approved State Government
grant of $25 000 to Environmetric Systems Pily.
Ltd. for research and pilot studies for waste dis-
posal. The problems of waste disposal in the
community today are more pressing lhan ever
before and environmental and health hazards are
critical and demand immediate solulinns,

By way of clarification of this item, a proposal
was submitted 1o the State Government by En-

- vironmetric Systems Pty. Ltd. for a grant of

$25 000 to undertake feasibility studies into the
economic viability of a swill processing plant
which could be “plugged” into a complete wasie
recycling. plant., On the recommendation of a
technical commiltee appointed by the Cabinet on
the J1th Augusi, 1976, to examine such maiters,
the Government agreed subject to certain condi-
tions to a grant of $25000. Amounts of $10 000
and $7 500 were paid in 1976-77 and 1977.78 re-
spectively and this year's allacation provides the
balance of the approved amount.

I must admit that when the name first appeared
on my desk | was a little querulous about it, bt
when the matter came before Cabinet and the
recommendation of the technical committee wns
received, we were convinced il was a desirahle
expenditure to assist in studies into this problem,

Irem No. 43: Family
319 500—

Mr DAVIES: The amount granted last year 1o
the Family Planning Association was $7 500, all
of which was spent. This year the amounl is
$19 500. 1 do not cavil at the money being spent

Planning Association, .
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on ihis association because in a relatively short
time it has managed to go out into the community
and do some tremendously good work. It faced
some initial organisational difficulties, but that
was several years ago and 1 believe it is now
operating most effectively.

Although I am pleased an additional amount
of $12000 is being provided this year | wonder
whether in some way this is related to the new
federalism and the shortfall in funds from the
Commonwealth Government. Can the Treasurer
explain the increase?

Sir CHARLES COURT: This is largely an in-
ternal transaction within the Government. The
explanation is that as from the Ist July, 1978, the
Public Works Department will bill the association
for rent charges and, thercfore, the increase is
necessary to cover rent charges, The allocation is
being made through the Miscellaneous Services
Yote s0 that sufficient money will be availuble 1o
meet the annual charge.

In the past years the Famuly Planning Associa-
tion has received assistance by way of an annual
operaling grant paid by the Treusury, and by way
of free accommodation in Koonawarra House,
the rental being paid by the Public Health Depart-
ment. Although the annual State operating grant
of $7 500 assists the association to meet costs as-
sociated with proviging expert advice on afl as-
pects of family planning, the Commonwealth is
mainly responsible for funding requirements.

That really means we are ensuring that the
association will not be disadvantaged by the an-
nual rental charge, and for accounting reasons it
is necessary to do this through the Miscellaneous
Services Vote.

ftem No. 30: Industriol Foundution for Acci-
dent Prevention, 330 000—

Mr SKIDMORE: [ have previousiy raised the
matter of the Industrial Foundation for Accident
Prevention, and [ see once again the parsimonious
handoul to the foundation has been increased by
only $4 000. | have consistently said it is time the
Government did something better than simply
allowing the foundation to carry on in the manner
it is currying on. & have said ils operations are
insufficient in respect of training in matters of
industrial accident prevention, and 1 have sug-
gested greater funding would allow the foundation
to operate in a more satisfactory manner than it
can at the moment.

1 am bitterly disappointed that this year only
$30 000 has been provided for the foundation,
an increase of only $4000 over the amount
expended last year. Can the Treasurer shed more
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light on this? Does he feel this amount is ade-
quate, or is the Covernment merely paying lip
service to the matter of industrial safety?

Sir CHARLES COURT: We must realise that
the Industrial Foundation for Accident Preven-
tion is a body that represents the bringing to-
gether of a great deal of expertise within industry,
and | believe it is most desirable. If there is a
heavy financial involvement of government my ex-
perience is that we lose the benefits of this
voluntary coming together of people with a com-
mon cause.

My understanding is that the foundation would
be very satisfied with the assistance it is getting
from the Government. [ know of no complaint
from the foundation that it is not receiving
enough, bearing in mind of course that this is
only one facet of industrial safety, education and
training and the general process of trying to cut
down industrial accidents.

There is no lack of unanimity within the Par-
liament on the importance of getting to grips with
this problem in view of the suffering and hard-
ship which is caused—forgetting the financial
aspects of the matier—not only 1o the person
who is injured but also to his family.

Let me deal more specifically with the $4 000
increase to which the member for Swan referred,
and which appears under the general heading of
“Miscellaneous Services”. The member for Swan
should bear in mind there are sotme items the
Government cannot properly record within the de-
partments to which they belong and they even-
tually finish up under the Miscellaneous Services
heading. We are now up to 219 items under this
heading. When the member faor Welshpoal and
1 first came to Parliament we would have been
lucky to find 50 items under this heading. It has
become something of a repository for all those
items which cannot be placed elsewhere.

The item provides for an actual grant to assist
the foundation to meet salary and operating ex-
penses and the cost of printing safety manuais
which are issued free of charge to first-year ap-
prentices in the metal, building, electrical and
meat trades. Provision has been made in 1978-
79 to increase the annual payment for the pub-
lication of manuals from $6 000 to $10000 fol-
lowing a decision to make safety manuals avail-
able to pre-apprenticeship students, and to cover
increased costs of supplying the manuals.

[ know of no dissatisfaction with the amount,
but if the member for Swan believes there is
dissatisfaction 1 would be only too pleased to
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discuss it with the foundation. However, the
foundation has never shown any reluctance to
come and see me about matters of this kind.

ftem No. 5I: International Congress of Bio-
Chemists, $10 300—

Mr DAVIES: The International Congress of
Bio-Chemists was voted $5000 last year and
spent only $2000; this year its vote is $10 300,
This item intrigues me. What kind of support
are we giving for that amount of money? Have
we underiaken to run an international congress
in Western Australia and pick up the tab, or is
it some kind of funding we might receive back at
some time in the future?

I did notice a similar item Jast year which does
not appear this year, where the Mining and Metal-
lurgical Institute received $5000 to assist it 1o
hold its 1978 joint conference. This seems 1o be
very generous of the Government, and 1 am just
wondering in what way we can be associated with
the International Congress of Bio-Chemists 1o the
extent that it has already cost the taxpayers of
this State $2 000, and is likely to cost them an
additional $10 300 this year.

Sir CHARLES COUKT: The explanation in
both specific and general terms is very simple.
There is a lot of competition to hold international
conferences in the different capital cities. 1
brings a tremendous upsurge of economic demand
at the time they are held. One of the most ouistand-
ing examples of this was the conference held by
the Internpational Society for Musical Education,
when something like 3 000 people representing
many countries came to this city.

The Department of Tourism has established an
organisation {o go out and seek these conferences.
However, the International Congress of Bio-
Chemists was in a different category because its
members made a very professional study of all
the capital cities of Australia to see whether they
could find one which, in the vear 1982, could
cope with a minimum of 5000 visitors. This
meani the timing had to be right to provide for
acecommodation, lecture halls, plenary sessions
and above all, facilities for technical displays of
a very sophisticated nature, where security and
a number of other things were involved.

From that study in which the then Federal
Government was involved, Perth was able to put
forward the best case—believe it or not—to be
able to cope with this number of peaple, provided
they came at a time which was propitious; namely,
when the university was in recess and that type
of thing.
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In the course of negotiations with this truly
international congress, we established a set of
guidelines which we follow to assist the local
committee or the institute or whoever is orpanising
this to attract the calibre of speakers appropriate
to such an international conference. The Gov-
ernment provides a sum of money which is tailor-
made for each particular case so that the com-
mittee, as part of its bid to have an international
conference held in Weslern Australia, can assure
the organisers at the international level they will
be able to attract certain “name"” people of the
calibre required. It is usuvally a fairly modest
amount.

The Leader of the Opposition referred to the
allocation last year to the Mining and Metallor-
gical Institute. That was in a similar category
where, because of the pre-eminence of Western
Australia in matters to do with minerals, it was
very important we be identified with altracting
the right type of people to Australia for this
conference. ’

In the case of the International Congress of
Bio-Chemists, the matter was being negotiated as
far back as 1975. It became something of a
pace setter. Members can imagine that when the
bids were taken throughout Australia, it was a
great surprise to us that we could compete with
places like Melbourne and Sydney. We now know
we can compele and win these conferences if we
time them properly.

For that reason, 1 am glad the Leader of the
Opposition has raised the matter because it en-
ables me to explain to members the Government'’s
policy in connection with these international con-
ferences. Even the interstale conferences are im-
portant, because they are very lucrative in terms
of expenditure. Hardly any of these conferences
does not attract something like 300 or 500
people. When delegates decide to come to West-
ern Australia they usually bring their wives be-
cause of the extra distance and time involved;
they make it something of a holiday trip, as well
as attending from the business aspect.

The detail of this item is as follows: In 1975
the Council of the International Union of Bio-
Chemists agreed to hold its 1982 international
congress in Perth.

Perth’s selection as the venue of this major
mternational congress is all the more notable in
that determined competilion was encountered
from other Australian cities and at least three
European countries.

It is expected that the congress will attract up
to 5000—I believe that figure is more likely 10
be B 000—visitors to Western Australia, including
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many of eminence in the medical profession,
thereby increasing the State's tourist potential and
Perth's significance as a convention centre. In
addition, of course, benefits will accrue to medical
practitioners.

In line with the Government’s policy of at-
tracting conferences of major international sig-
nificance it has been decided to provide a grant
of $65000 towards administrative expenses,
$10300 of which is expected to be reguired in
1978-79 for preliminary organising expenses.

The Leader of the Opposition will appreciate
that the local committee could not afford to be
out of pocket for the full amoun! between now
and 1982. So, by arrangement with the Treasury
there is a method by which it can draw this
money progressively. It suits us very well be-
cause we do not need to allocate the full amount
in one year's Budget.

Mtem No. 57: League of Home Help, $14 000—

Mr SKIDMORE: | note the vote for this item
last year was $3 400, while expenditure was only
$3 333. "However, this year it is to be increased
to $14 000. T hope this means the League of Home
Help is expanding its operations and that the
Government has recognised this and is supporting
the league.

Sir CHARLES COURT: For an initial period
of three years commencing 1978-79, the annual
grant to the league is to be increased by $9 000 to
facilitate the appointment of a financial admini-
strator with the object of introducing improved
accounting and budgetary controls. Provision is
made also for a reduction in the level of Com-
monwealth recoup under the States Grants (Home
Care) Act. From the 1st July, 1978, the level of
recoup has been reduced from two-thirds to one-
half.

The League of Home Help provides a variety
of services for the aged such as accommodation,
social centres, a meals-on-wheels service, a chiro-
pody service, and a home help service, An annual
grant of $10 000 is paid to the home help service
of which one-haif is recouped from the Common-
wealth under the States Grants (Home Care) Act.
Financial assistance for the league's social cen-
tres is also provided under item No. 125.

ltein No. 60 Mear and Allied Trades Federation,
510 006—

Mr SKIDMORE: The federation had a vote of
$10 000 last vear which it did not use and 1 am
therefore wondering why we are allocating an-
other $10 000 for 1978-79,

4529

Sit CHARLES COURT: I have explained on
previous occasions that the federation operates a
display centre at the Claremont Showground for
the purpose of promoting the consumption of
meat products in Western Australia,

In order to enhance the prospect of achieving a
higher rate of consumption, the federation pro-
poses to upgrade the centre at a cost of $30 000.
Because of the importance of the industry in
Western Australia, the Government has agreed
to assist towards the cost of the project by match-
ing contributions with those of the industry on a
dollar-for-dollar basis up to a maximum of
$10 000.

Provision was made for this payment in
1977-78, but the federation was unahble 1o claim
{the payment in that year.

The original request was for the Government
to provide the total amount as assistance io the
meat industry in an effort to get consumption
increased. We felt the industry should make a
contribution and we were prepared to assist on a
dollar-for-dollar basis up to $10 000 if it instituted -
a project of $30000. The speed with which it
draws the money will be related to the work it
undertakes and the way it is able to qualify for
the amount we have agreed to pay.

ltem No. 66: National Trust
(Western Austratia), $60 000—

of Australia

Mr TONKIN: For what purpose is this money
allocated? Is it for accommodation, salaries, or for
the purchase or restoration of buildings?

Sir CHARLES COURT: An annual grant is
provided to assist the National Trust in meeting
general administrative costs. In addition the State
meets the trust's share of staff pensions under the
Superannuation and Family Benefits Act.

Higher salary and other costs necessitate an
increase from $55 000 to $60 000 in the 1978-79
financial year.

The honourable member would know the main
purposes of the trust. He will realise that in
1976-77 the trust moved into its new headquarters
in the old Perth Boys School which was made
available by the State after it had been restored in
a very fine way,

Mr Tonkin: No assistance is given for looking
after old buildings?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The allocation is for
general administrative costs and would not cover
capital expenditure,
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ftem No. 68: Paraplegic and Quadriplegic
Association of WA, 3137 000—

Mr SKIDMORE: Last year the association had
an over-expenditure of $68 000 which obviously
shows it has great needs. This year's allocation
is down on last year’s expenditure and 1 am
wondering whether the increase was a non-recur-
ring expenditure or whether this year's allocation
is insufficient.

Sir CHARLES CQURT: Organisations such as
this have developed a fairly good communication
with the Treasury on their financial and budgetary
problems. It is not unusual that when they run
into a special problem, as foreshadowed by the
member, this is taken care of so as to help them
with their liguidity problem at the time.

With very few exceptions, these organisations
welcome the fact that experienced Treasury officers
work closely with them. Some organisations are
more expert on the accounting side than others.
Because of budgetary problems and cost pressures
these days there has been a general tendency
to improve budgetary contral within organisations.

We try to have officers within the Treasury
wha develop a communication with particular
organisations so they can then have a more
sympathetic understanding of the problems of the
particular organisation rather than having officer
A, B, or C allocated to consider their problems.
Most organisations talk about their own Treasury
officer rather than talk about the Treasucy itself,
and this is encouraged.

In 1977-78 the association received a supple-
mentary grant of $68 000 to meet its operating
deficit. This explains that whilst it appears it
has had a decreased allocation, it is only reflecting
a special payment in 1977-78, Provision is made
for a grant of $118000 towards the operating
casis of the association’s Shenton Park centre for
the disabled. Provision also is made for the first
of 10 special grants, each of $19 000 to meet the
annual repayments on a loan of $120000 which
was obtained by the association to meet the short-
fall in funds available for extensions to the
association’s nursing home.

The association had to raise money to fll a
gap and we agreed to give it 10 special grants
of $19 000 each year, which in turn will cover the
payment, including interest, on that speciat finan-
cial accommodation it hopus to achieve.

ftem No. 70:
$40 000—

Mr SKIDMORE: | would like to know what
this bureau is. [t has received an increase of
100 per cent on last year's allocation.

Perth  Convention Bureau,
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Sir CHARLES COQURT: 1 referred to the
bureau when answering a question from the
Leader of the Opposition regarding the bio-
chemists congress to be held in 1982. This bureau,
financed by the Government and by the private
sector, has the responsibility of promoting Perth
as a convention centre, It promotes not only
Perth but also the whole of the State and it has
done a wonderful job. It operates on a very light
budget. It has some very dedicated people on it
who sell Western Australia in a very fine way.
The bureau has been eminently successful.

With the approaching 150th anniversary mem-
bers can imagine the pressures which are on and
which will continue well after the 150th aoniver-
sary because that is what it is all about; that is, to
project us into the future,

After some study of the budget of the centre,
bearing in mind that we held them very tightly,
it was felt there should be an increase of $10 000
and that is the level of the annual grant, There
is an increase af $10000 because of the 150th
anniversary next year, That was a once-only
grant. That explains why the amount has gone
up to $20 000 instead of being just $10 000.

frems No. 72: Police Pipe Band, 31 600—

Mr DAVIES: It appears that the band receives
an annual grant of $1600. The band does a
tremendous amount of good work over the
length and breadth of the State. A huge amount
of voluntary effort is involved, because not only
do the members of the band play during work-
ing hours for which they are paid, but they must
also practise together. Unless members of a band
practise together fairly regularly they are not able
to reach a very high standard. | do not know
whether the Premier has ever played the bagpipes,
but 1 know he has some knowledge of music.

Possibly more than anything else the band has
created enormous goodwill for the Police Depart-
ment.

Members have used the services of the band
at some time or other all over the State, and |
wonder whether we should not consider its be-
coming a permanent part of the Police Force
so that its members become full-time bandsmen.
I do not know whether in the long run it might
not be cheaper that way rather than the bandsmen
being paid_overtime and penally rates.

I do not know whether it would be possible to
calculate the exact cost of the band to the Gov-
ernment, but because of the increasing demand for
its services we should consider making the band
a full-time permanent adjunct to the Police Force.
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The bandsmen would then know that they would
be in the band for the whole of their lives until
they elected to leave the Police Force to enter
some other sphere.

I know that some people will want to remain
in the band in a voluntary capacity because of
the enjoyment and tuition they receive. However,
the band is being used on many occasions, not
only for parades. The band provides excellent en-
tertainment for all kinds of organisations, includ-
ing senior citizens, the Red Cross, fetes, fairs,
and the like and it is all rubbing off on the
Police Force because the band is well received.

1 believe it is having difficully in keeping its
members together becauvse of the system under
which it operates. T do not want a comment from
the Premier at this stage, but T would like him
to consider the matter and decide whether or
not the band should be a permanent fixture of
the Police Force, paid for as a unit of the force
rather than have it operate as it does at present.

Sir CHARLES COURT: | can understand the
enthusiasm of the Leader of the Opposition with
regard to the Police Pipe Band, but [ shudder
at the thought of the bandsmen being recruited
as policemen. [ wonder what we would do if
we were short of policemen and there was a riot
in Wellington Street. Would we ask the band
io race down to soothe the rioters with their
pipe music? As a matter of fact, if they per-
formed well enough they might succeed where
other measures have failed because it would not
be the first time that music had charms to soothe
a savage breast!

We must consider the origin of the band. |
think it was formed in the days of Commissioner
Napter, and that is why the bandsmen wear the

Napier tartan. They do wonderful work and
should be encouraged.
The band assists in maintaining the Police

Department’s public image. There is no doubt that
wherever people go the police are known becavse
of their band, and wherever they appear they are
a great credit to the force because they feel some
persanal commitment in their appearance, their
performance, and their conduct.

It is also the official pipe band for the City of
Perth and it performs at Government House
functions in addition to staging performances for
charitable functions. Membership is voluntary and
performances do not interfere with the normal
duties of the officers concerned. However, there
must be occasions when, because of the time-
tabling of things, the commissioner would have to
make some arrangements if all the bandsmen were
on duly at a time they were required to perform.
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We should understand that it is all voluntary
effort, like any other band, and the members are
not only voluntary members, but they also give
of their time.

With the size of the force we have it would be
completely impossikle for us to accept the com-
mitment of a police band of any sorl which wonld
be the counterpart of the 5th Military District
Band of the armed forces.

Mr Davies: 1t could be a permanent nucleus.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It is best we leave the
sitvation as it is. The band has a happy arrange-
ment with the commissioner. ] have not asked any
questions as to whether the bandsmen do appear
on occasions when they should be on duty, because
the less we know about that the better. 1 well recall
that one particular band in another service was
able to appear at country shows in the middle of
the week because all members {ook certain leave
to which they were entitled. By a coincidence
they alf took that leave on the same day.

Sitting suspended from 347 1o 4.05 p.a.

ltem No, 75: Returned Services Leapue—State
War Memorial, 31 000—

Mr DAVIES: The Stale War Memorial has
been under mainienance and repair for some con-
siderable time and has received quite an amount
of money. It is part of our system but I am
wondering whether the Returned Services League
is now to get an annual grant of $1 000 related
solely to the war memorial, whether the money
is to be used on maintenance, and if so whether the
memorial will be kept permanently maintained so
that we do not again have the situation where it
falls into neglect because not enough money is
spent on il. 1 do not begrudge the money but the
Premier might be able 1o 1ell us why the Returned
Services League is now getting 31 00D.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The provision referred
to is for 50 per cent of the anticipated cost in
1978-79 of maintenance of the State War
Memorial in Kings Park. The memorial was con-
structed in 1929 with funds raised by public
subscription. The Returned Services League at
that time accepted responsibility for its main-
tenance, and wilh the passage of time the struc-
ture has deteriorated because of water seepage,
vandalism, and so on. The Government has
acknowledged it has a responsibility to assist with
its maintenance and preservalion,

In 1976-77 the Government contributed $5 000
towards an appeal launched by the RSL for the
restoration of the memorial. Al the same time we
entered inlo a continuing commitment on behalf
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of the Government of the day to meei half the
future maintenance costs. The league regarded this
as a very satisfactory arrangement; it was better
than our saying, “We will give you X dollars a
year.” So we have accepted the commitment for
half of the maintenance costs in the future, and
naturally from time to time the league will come
along with its programme and agree on the
amount required. 1 hope the league in fact keeps
up the maintenance to a high order because in
the long run that is the cheapest way to do it.

Item No. 81: Royal Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals, 37 000—

Mr DAVIES: In the autumn session of Parlia-
ment | asked whether the Premier was aware
that, according to published figures and an article
I had read, the Royal Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals was encountering some finan-
cial difficulty. 1 pointed to the position which
existed in South Awusiralia, where considerably
more funds were allocated 1o the society than in
Western Australia,

It is always bad to draw an analogy in situa-
tions like that because we do not know all the
circumstances, but it appeared from the published
article that the RSPCA was in some difficulties
and the Government might have been somewhal
parsimonious in the amount of money it was
giving to the society.

N is an essential organisation to have in the
communily and many people call upon its ser-
vices at all hours of the day and night. They
find now, however, they are unable to call on i1
out of normal business hours because the organi-
sation apparently does not have sufficient funds
and therefore the capacity to maintain around-
the-clock services. This means other people in
the community—probably local authorities, the
police, the fire brigade, or some such bedy which
might not have the expertiss—are called upon to
deal with matters which properly fall within the
province of the RSPCA,

The query originally came to me from the
State Executive of the Labor Party, and when 1
sent back the answers 1 received in reply to my
questions it was pointed out that the sitvation
was not quite as stated in the answers. The
answers slated in part that the Government had
not received any request for funds from the
RSPCA—and 1 could not imagine it volunteering
any funds. | could not argue with the attitude
of the Government at that time,

Some statements were published about that
time expressing considerable concern about the
RSPCA and the position in which it found itself,
and 1 promised to take the maiter further. The
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matter having been given some impetus, 1 thought
there might have been a request to the Govern-
ment through the usual channels from the RSPCA
—and 1 point out T have not had any direct
contact with that body—for an increase in the
amount, because its service was falling far short
of what we would expect the organisation to
supply to the community.

1 think The West Australian then ran an article
saying it wished the Labor Party would mind
its own business and that the RSPCA was doing
very nicely. We are quile happy to mind our
own business but I would have thought in the
circumstances, where the RSPCA was not able
to provide the required service, it might have
welcomed some support, even though it came from
the ALP, in trying to raise a litile more money.

Apart from drawing attention to the fact that
we believe there has been no dramatic improve-
ment in the society’s finances, can the Premier tell
vs whether the matter has been discussed at
Treasury level, whether an approach has been
made, and whether that approach has been suc-
cessful and therefore the amount allocated for
the present financial year is the same as that pro-
vided in the last financial year?

1 repeat that on its own admission the society
is pot able to supply the services we have been
able to expect from it over the years, and thai
is a pity because it is a very well respected organ-
isation. 1 would hate it 1o become “high hat"
because it thought the Labor Party was Irying to
give it some suppori.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Faflowing the ques-
tions asked in this place and the articles written
about the matter, 1 personally involved myself
in the society’s affairs so as to see what had been
the relationship between the Treasury and the
society. 1 do not want to canvass the full details
of it; suffice to say 1 saw fit to contact the presi-
dent to ask him outright whether the society was
dissatisfied with the payment il had received from
the State Government, and if so on what grounds.

Mr Davies: | think the presidemt was previously
a Liberal Lepislative Counciilor.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Let us leave that out
of it at the moment, because I presume he is there
by election. 1 asked him outright whether the
society was dissatisfied, and if so why, because
it was worrying me that this was becoming a
cantentious issue and various statements were being
made inside and outside this Chamber which did
nol seem to add up to the attitude T was adopling
lowards the society or the attitude of the Treasury
officers.



[Thursday, 2nd November, 1978)

The explanations given to me by the Treasury
officers were quite satisfactory 1o me, and 1 there-
fore asked the president to assure me personally
that everything was in order and there was nothing
about which 1 had not been informed. There
might have been some aspect of the society's wark
we should know about which would change our
attitude towards financial assistance, bearing in
mind we have no right to tell the society how
to run its affairs or what service it should give.

Mr Davies: Or to encourage il to spend money,

Sir CHARLES COURT: The response was
that the relationship between the society at the
official level and the Treasury was a satisfactory
one, and no action by me whs called for. How-
ever, we left it on the hasis that if the society
finds from time to time that it needs some further
assistance, negotiations can be reopened. If the
Leader of the Opposition looks at the financial
statements, 1 believe he will find that the Gov-
ernment assistance is not unrealistic in all the
circumstances.

Mr Davies: 11 did nol indicate why i was
cutting back on ijts services to almost business
hours, did it?

Sir CHARLES COURT: This is the decision
of the society in the operation of its services,
bearing in mind that it is caught up in cost escala-
tion just like everyone clse. We have had to leave
that to the society. [ certainly was notl prepared
to interfere in its service, and say, “We will give
you $X to continue your service 24 hours a day and
seven days a week.”

Mr Davies: Unfortunaiely animals
aware of business hours,

are nol

ftem No, 82: Royal Western Australian Histori-
cal Saciety, $§5 000—

Mr SKIDMORE: It is rather intriguing that
last year there was an over-expenditure of $31-000,
Can the Treasurer indicate what that amount
was for?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The annual grants
to the society were initliated at the level of §1 000
in 1965-66, and were increased progressively up
to $4 000 in 1975-76. The grant assists in meeting
administrative costs and the costs associated with
maintaining the historical museum and library at
the society headquarters which is known as Stirling
House in Nedlands.

In 1977-78 the annual operating grami was in-
creased to $5000 10 offset the increased admin-
istrative and other costs.

I believe this is the crux of the query raised
by the honourable member. In addition, a special
grant of $30 000 was made 1o clear loans made
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for the purpose of developing Stirling House and
so relieve the society of considerable interest and
capital repayments. Stirling House is now the
centre for 45 affiliated local societies throughout
Woestern Australia, and 1 believe it js fulfilling an
important service in a very practical and modest
way.

By way of further explanation, a conference
was held between myself and the society. Out of
that conference, a budget was put forward for
consideration and advice. The Treasury and 1
then came up with a proposition, and we fell
that by giving the society $30000 to get rid
of part of a debt, we were doing it more out of
kindness with this once-only payment than by
giving so much a year, in which case the society
would still have the debt. It was for this reason
that we gave the lemp sum.

ltem No. 84: St. John Ambulance Association,
$2 436 000—

Dr DADOUR: Last year I spoke on this item,
and 1 see thal the estimate has been increased to
$2.436 million from $2.1 million last year, When
1 spoke 1o the last Budget 1 raised the alarm that
the St. John Ambulance Association had decided
to venture into the air ambulance field. The
Apex Club of Western Australia was good enough
to raise over 3100000 so that the association
could purchase a plane. Last year 1 asked why
this was necessary becausc we already had the
Royal Flying Doctor Service providing an ade.
quate service not only in emergencies, but also
in non-emergencies on request.

The Royal Flying Docior Service fell over back-
wards to accommodate the 5t. John Ambulance
Association and to help it. A fair amount of
advertising has appeared in the Press and appa-
rently the St. John Ambulance Association aerial
ambulance has been used on a number of occa-
sions 1o bring people from the south-west of the
State 10 either the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital
or the Royal Perth Hospital.

My question is this: Has the Government been
called upon to pay for any of this service which
I betieve to be an unnecessary duplication?

I have here the annual report of the St. John
Ambulance Association for the year 1977. Unlike
most organisations, the association has a3 12
months’ budget from the 1st January each year.
1 note that the income earned by the aerial am-
bulance up to the 3ist December last year was
$60 670. When 1 tried to find oul the cost of
running the aerial ambulance for that period, 1
found that the cost of maintenance 10 the aero-
plane was §11871, and air charter expenses
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amounted 10 $31954. Apart from these figures,
1 can find no reference to the cost of running
the aerial part of the association's service. One
wonders how much of the expenditure of the
aerial ambulance is buried under the figures given
for “Personnel” which covers items such as sala-
ries, wages, superannuation, uniforms, and many
other types of expenditure.

1 feel certain that the expenditure for the aerial
ambulance would have been in excess of its earn-
ings. Can the Treasurer tell me whether the
Government has taken any steps to ensure that
the cost of this unnecessary duplication s not
borne in any way by the Siate Government?

Last year we tried earnestly to avoid this dupli-
cation, but unfortunately it is now a reality because
of the autonomy of the association—we were more
or Jess told to mind our own business on this
score. Can the Treasurer tel) us whether he has
taken any steps in this direction, and if so, what
they are? )

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 well recall the
comments made before on this matter. At that
time we had considerable difficulty in arriving at
a good basis of communication between the
association, the Government, and the Royal Flying
Dactor Service. However, my colleague, the
Deputy Premier and Chief Secretary, together with
the Minister for Health, have done their best to
achieve a degree of communication and to get
away from what appeared to be public confronta-
tion, and an attitude of almost touting for business,
although that is perhaps too harsh a way fto
express it.

We were concerned about the duplication of
costs and the facl that it had become an estab-
lished service without any proper evaluation of
the better economics that would result from co-
operation rather than from dual operation.

The latest situation as 1 understand i, as a
result of some work by the parties involved, is
that the communication of all concerned is im-
proved greatly, 1n recent months 1 have not heard
the same sort of concern that was being ex-
pressed earlier about overlapping of the services.
I will make some inquiries to see whether an
arrangement has been worked out in regard 1o the
areas of operation and co-operation, including
maintenance.

If the honourable member would like the in-
formation recorded in Hansard, 1 -will give him
an idea of the way in which the money is allo-
cated. It is important that he should understand
the different allocation of the funds this year com-
pared with last year,
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In 1977-78 the association received a total
granl of $2099613. This amount was dissected
as follows—

$
Operating grant for the ambu-

lance service .. 1 875 000

I am sorry that there is no breakup in regard to

the air service and the road service. To con-
tinue—
Capital subsidies—
Building projects—
maximum regional
cenires $15 000
maximum subcentres $10 000 51613
Additional ambulances—35 000
each 5000
Replacement ambulances —
$4 000 each 128 000
Unspecified capital items 40 000
$2099 613

An operating grant of $2.006 million will be pro-
vided in 1978-79, and that is an increase on the
figure of $1.875 million for the previous year. In
addition the capital grant provision will be in-
creased from $224 613 to $350 000, the previous
limitations will be removed and the association
will be allowed to determine its own priorities.
This was a bone of contention that has now been
resolved.

The Government has agreed 10 meet, by way
of an advance, the annual instalments on bor-
rowings of $500 000 obtained by the association
for the purchase of an allernative headquariers
building in Belmont preparalory to vacating its
present site to permit the widening of Wellington
Street, Members know that this move has been
hanging over the association for a lang time.
Repayment of the loan will be over a period of
10 years, and provision is made for the first
instalment of $80 G00,

Accordingly the association’s grant will be in-
creased by 16 per cent, and the details of this

are as follows— $
Operating grant for the ambu-
lance service .. 2 006 000
Contribution  towards  capiial
costs 350 000
Instalment on Belmont property 80 000

$2 436 000
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From the information made avaifable to me, [
am not able to give the breakup of the cost of
operating the aerial ambulance and the road

ambulance. I will endeavour t¢ find out this
information.
Irem No. 86: Salvation Army—Red Shield

Appeal, 312 560—

Mr SKIDMORE: I again rise on the jtem relat-
ing to this appeal. The amount of this grant
has remained at $12 500 as it was in (977-78. |
suppose in these times of economic downturn we
should not rush in recklessly spending the Gov-
ernment’s money, but 1 would like to make an
appeal on behalf of the Salvation Army. [ have
a degree of affection for this organisation, and [ am
quite sure the Treasurer is aware of its activities
during the troublesome years from 1939 to 1945.
Of course in these days it plays a major part in
looking after the social welfare of people in
distressed conditions.

1 believe the Government has been a little par-
simonious on this occasion, If it is not possible
to increase the amount this year by a supple-
mentary grant, | hope that it will be increased
next year, at least up to $15 000. | hope that my
appeal on behalf of this organisation does not
fall on deaf ears.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the honaourable
member knew my backgrownd he would know
that 1 have a soft spot for the “Salvos™. this
organisation does nol need to push me very hard
for assistance. However, the honourable member
would find that the organisation itself feels we
have treated it quite generously in ‘the circum-
stances. We discussed the nature of this appeal
and the way in which the Salvation Army feels
it can best be helped having regard for the work
it does.

Mr Skidmore: They had a little trouble this
year, T understand.

Sir CHARLES COURT: [ understand that they
had a very successful appeal.

Mr Skidmore: They did? T thought they did not.

Sir CHARLES COURT: My colleague, the
Minister for Health, is a very uctive collectar for
the Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal. He would
probably be able to answer the member for Swan.

Mr Young: It was the Telethon which went
badly.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Salvation Army
had a record collection?

Mr Young: I think it was a record.

Sir CHARLES CQURT: We watch the situation
very closely.
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ftem No. 87 Sarnaritans of W.A., 39 760—

Mr DAVIES: The Samaritans are down $2 000
on their grant. This worries me a little. Last year
they were allocated $11 760, but this year it has
been reduced to $9 760.

This counselling organisation is probably one
of the least known but best used organisations.
There is a paradox in that statement which [ will
try to explain. This organisution is least known
by the community at large and it is the most used
by a scction of the community that is able to
benefit from the couwnsclling given by the organ-
isation.

I am sure most members know that in the
main this is a telephone counselling service. It
provides an around-the-clock service for people
in distress who wish to talk over their problems.
The counsellars are trained. The organisation is
not exclusive, but it vets carefully any person who
wishes to become a counsellor or seeks to belong
to the organisation. The organisation is based on
the Samaritans in England. This is an organisation
which can perform a wonderful task in this par-
ticular field.

1 am a little concerned that the Samaritans will
receive a grant which is $2 000 less than the
grant allocated last year. f am wondering whether
there is any specific reason for that. If, for
instance, it is because the organisation is operating
more efficiently and it does not need extra money,
or because it is using more voluntary labour,
that is to be applauded. The fact that in these
days of inflation its grant is down by $2000
concerns me somewhat.

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 cannot be precise as
to the reason the grant has been decreased by
$2000. All [ can say is that it was the subject
of the annual review that takes place.

The background should be understaod. In 1975
1976 the Samaritans established a new head-
quarters in Subiaco at a cost of $28 000. The Gov-
ernment agreed to service the necessary borrowings
at an annual cost of $5760. Tf members work
that out, they will find that sum actueally amor-
tises the debt.

In addition, there was provision for a grant
for operating costs, The $9 760 is divided: $4 000
grant; $5 760 towards the loan servicing.

Mr Davics: That probably accounts for it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Leader of the
Opposition will find that this was the figure arrived
at based on discussions with the Samaritans. Ap-
plications for grants are received in their dozens.
I set aside a whole morning to go through all of
these matters with the Treasury,
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lrem No. 97:
Centre, 3648 000—

Mr DAVIES: T have to be perfectly frank in
saying that I have no knowledge of the Tertiary
Institutions Service Centre. It is receiving a fair
thurnp of the Budget—3$648000. T am not sure
what the organisation is, and for what the alloca-
tion is to be made. 1 am prepared to be advised.
If the Treasurer can teil me what it is all about,
1 will be better off.

Tertiory Institutions Service

Sir CHARLES COURT: The higher provision
is necessary to cover an expected increase in the
rates of fees payable to examiners and super-
visors, and general increases in other costs—

Mr Davies: What is the centre? Can you tell
me?

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 have details which
were given in answer 10 a question by a colleague
of the Leader of the Opposition on a previous
occasion. There is provision of $6 000 for salary
adjusiments; provision for the higher costs of
examiners’ and supervisors' fees and services total-
ling $47 000; and there is a sum of $8 428 allo-
cated for other net increases in general administra-
tion expenses. That makes a total of $61 428,

The Tertiary Institutions Service Centre was
established for the twofold task of conducting the
Tertiary Admissions Examination and of operating
the joint applications centre which processes the
applications for eniry to the four tertiary educa-
tion institutions—namely, the University of West-
ern Australia, the Murdoch Universily, the Wesi-
ern Australian Institute of Technology, and other
teachers’ colleges. The centre now performs the
functions previously undertaken by the Public
Examinations Board. The item in the Miscel-
laneous Services Division provides for the admin-
istrative costs of the Tertiary Institutions Service
Cenire.

This is one-of those items which is placed in
the Miscellancous Services Division because it
cannot be included under any other head. It
appears to me that this has become a permanent
feature, and it might be as well for it to be fitted
into another niche, In the meantime, it is dealt
with in this way.

Mr Davies: Thank you. I am now much better
informed.

Item No. 100 Tuberculosis and Chest Associa-
tion of W.A., $50 000

Mr SKIDMORE: I wish to ask the Treasurer
the reason for the sudden appearance of a grant
to the Tuberculosis and Chest Association of
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W.A of $50000. I trusi that my fears that the
incidence of the dreadful disease of tuberculosis
is on the increase are completely unfounded.

1 am curious to discover why that organisation
would need $50000. 1 have no doubt the need
has been well and truly substantiated; but ]
would like some information on the matter.

Sir CHARLES COURT: This item provides for
a prant towards the capital cost of a new 20-bed
hostel. The hoste]l will cost $420 000, of which
the Commonwealth Government will fund
$296 000, and the association will provide
$74 000.

The new hostel will accommodate handicapped
persons undergoing assessment and training at the
association's sheltered workshops at Claremont.
The workshops were founded to rehabilitate
former tuberculosis patients. However, with the
decline in the incidence of that disease, people
whose handicaps arise from different causes are
now employed in the workshops.

A grant of $35 000 was provided in 1971. That
assisted in the development of the workshops. The
State also provided pgrants of $12 000 towards
operaling costs in each of the four years, 1973-74
to 1976-77. The grant was discontinued when
the workshops achieved profitability, to the credit
of those concerned.

If the member for Swan ever visits the work-
shops in Claremont, he will see that they are
efficiently run. If 1 recall correctly, there are two
areas in operation now. The work of one section
complements the work of the other. Very fine
work is carried out there.

The work carried out at the workshops is of
a rehabilitative and occupational nature. The
workshops are expertly organised. Florence Hum-
merston is the guiding hand in the workshops, and
she has been for a long time. She is a former
councillor.

The member for Swan would discover thai the
workshops embrace people other than tuberculosis
sufferers.

Item No. 120: Decoration—City of Perth and
Country Towns, $39 500—

Mr DAVIES: Under this item last year a sum
of $29 500 was allocated, and $13 147 of that
was used.

I am wondering whether we will receive value
for the extra $10 000 allocated this year. When
one sees the Christmas decorations in the city,
it is like meeting old friends. Like old friends,
they look a little more tired and a little more
jaded than the last time one saw them.
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1 am of the opinion that the city would be
better left undecorated, unless a better job is done
than has been done in the last couple of years.
It surprises me that although there was money
available, $16 000 was not used.

I will probably be accused of knocking Christ-
mas. That is the last thing I wish to do, and it is
the last thing I wish to be accused of. However,
I believe if decorations are to be put up, they
should be worthy of the City of Perth, particu-
larly as we approach our 150th year in 1979, No
doubt there will be many people visiting the city
in the Christmas period. The decorations from
last year were tired, and they looked frowsy.

I know that business housés contribute a little
towards the decorations; but when one compares
the street decoration with the decorations of the
business houses, no real comparison may be made.
1 repeat that [ am surprised that $16 000 of the
altocation was not vsed. 1 was firmly of the
opinion that the effort made last year was the
best that could be done with the money available.

Now we are prepared to budget for an extra
$10 000, making the total allocation $39 500 for
the financial year. If more effort will be put into
decorating the city, I am prepared to see that
the allocation is continued. However, if there
will only be those decorations which have hung
over the intersections for a number of years and
adjusted in only one or two minor ways, then it
would be better if decorations were not put up
at all,

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 am sorry that the
Leader of the Opposition has reacted in this way.
I think the people concerned do a good job.

Mr Davies: The decorations are frowsy.

Sir CHARLES COURT: They do not find it
easy to obtain the finance.

The jtem provides for the Government’s annual
contribution towards the cost of decorations
installed in the central city area during the festive
season and on other special occasions. In addition,
the item provides for Slate assistance to enable
country towns to develop similtar displays in con-
junction with the State’s 150th anniversary cele-
brations.

Provision is made for an annual grant of $8 500
plus a special grant of $2000 for the State’s
sesquicentennary celebrations to the Perth Cham-
ber of Commerce. The Chamber of Commerce
has sponsored the city decorations scheme since
1961-62. I might add that great difficulty has been
experienced because the support from private
industry ebbs and flows. The Chamber of Com-
merce has experienced difficulty in keeping the
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scheme alive. The Government does not feel that
it can accept full responsibility because if it
does the sky will be the limit. The Government
would be criticised if the decorations did not meet
the particular dimensions and aesthetic sense of
the critics.

[n addition, provision is made for a grant of
25 per cent of the cost, to a maximum of $3 000,
to towns outside the metropolitan area with
populations in excess of 5000 persons to assist
in the purchase and installation of decoration
equipment.

Those are the two contributions for the year—
one for the city and one for the country, Contri-
butions to the decoration of the city area also are
received from the City of Perth and the business
community. They will contribute a total of
$54 500 in 1978-79. It is anticipated that town
authorities will be supported by their local busi-
ness communities in developing displays in
country towns. Eleven towns will qualify for the
grant.

In looking at the increase, members must
remember that the allocation is partly for the
city and partly for the country.

Item No. 12]1: Hualls Creek Shire Council—
Russian Jack Siatue, $16 000~

Mr SKIDMORE: The last time I raised the
matter of poor old Russian Jack we had quite a
light discussion about the history and the back-
ground of this matter, Russian Jack was evidently
a personality in his own right in the early days
of this State.

I note that Russian Jack is not yet standing on
his plinth. Although there was an allocation last
year, none of that money was spent, The sum has
now been increased to $16 000.

Can the Treasurer advise me how the statue is
going, and why there is an allocation of an addi-
tional $4 0007

Sir CHARLES COURT: Russian Jack is going
along nicely. 1| cannot tell the honourable mem-
ber exactly when he is to be installed in site at
Halls Creek; but he will be, I understand it will
be a very desirable portrayal of Russian Jack and
his barrow. “The man and the barrow" is the
title to be used, I believe. [ could not be precise
about the actual time; but following the calling
of tenders and the acceptance of a sculptor to do
the job, this is the extra provision to cover the
cost. In other words, inflation has caught up with
Russian Tack!
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ftem No. 125: Senior Citizens Centres—
Maintenance Grants, 35¢ 000—

Mr DAVIES: ! am fairly closely associated
with these centres and I have never been able to
get my hands on that kind of money. I am wonder-
ing in what circumstances it is paid out. There are
subsidies, but they are paid by the Public Health
Department for various pieces of equipment and
furnishings for homes and centres. As far as my
committee is concerned, we have had to meet
almost the whole of the maintenance cost of the
centres oul of our own finances. However, four
maintenance grants for senior citizens’ centres
totalling $54 000 have been made available to
local authorities throughout the State. I am
wondering how it is allocated and the conditions
one must meet to get one’s hands on a little of
the money.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We must take items
125 and 126 together, The provision is based on
the estimated claims from centres eligible for
the subsidy. Government assistance is available
towards the operating deficiencies of senior
citizens' centres. This assistance is extended also
to the City of Stirling for a central kitchen which
supplies meals to the centres operated by the
city. The upper limit of the grant was increased
from $1 500 to $2 000 in 1976-77.

Item No. 177 Pensioners’ Travel Concessions—
Reimbursements  io  Metropaolitan  (Perth}
Passenger Transport Trust, $2 423 000—

Mr HODGE: I would like the Premier to ex-
plain why the amount for reimbursements for
pensioners’ travel appears to have been reduced
this year. T noticed last year all the money was
used except for approximately $300; but this year
there is a suobstantial reduction.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The lower provision
makes allowance for a reduction in the number of
pensioners using public transpori following fare
increases from the 16th July, 1978. As fares paid
by pensioners were increased by the same amount
as the general fare increase-—5c—the cost of the
concession in 1578-79 should have been about the
same as expenditure in 1977-78. However, a drop
in patronage and hence a reduced number on
which the concession is calculated is expected fol-
lowing the fare increase.

T might add that this is a figure that is worked
out between the various instrumentalities which
are resvonsible for transport and those which have
to provide the funds. In other words, the medium
through which the transport is provided has to be
reimbursed and as a result of this the financial
adjustments are necessary. The Treasury has
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agreed on a figure with the MTT which is the
figure which is recorded in the Budget. It just so
happens the figure is $230 000 less than last year.
A certain degree of estimating is involved in
arriving at the figure, but the Treasury and the
MTT have arrived at it between themselves.

ltem No. 180: Rail Freight—Rebate on Flour,
310 000—

Mr SKIDMORE: T rise merely to ask a question
not so much in regard to the actual amount, but
to inquire as to why the rebate on flour was
granted in the first place.

Sir CHARLES COURT: In answer to the hon-
ourable member, provision has been made for the
expected tonnages of wheat consigned for conver-
sion to flour for export. It is a long-standing
arrangement to encourage this particular type of
traffic. This item provides for a rebate on freight
where wheat is consigned to a flour mill for con-
version into flour and the flour sent to a port.

Local flour millers are thus able to compete
with their counterparts in other States to get a
similar concession. In addition, country flour mills
are entitled also to a 10 per cent concession on
the normal freight rate which is paid to encourage
decentralisation of industry.

_ ltem No. i81: Railways—Recoup of Operating
Loss on Re-opened Lines, $352 000—

Mr McPHARLIN: I should like the Premier, if
he will, to give us some information as to which
particular railway lines this refers to.

Sir CHARLES COURT: This pgoes back a
long way. The lower provision reflects mainly
reduced cyclical maintenance of railway track on
the Lake Grace-Hyden line and a reduced har-
vest on the Burakin-Bonnie Rock line resulting
in marginal operating costs.

The Lake Grace-Hyden and Burakin-Bonnie
Rock railway services were reopened on a seasonal
basis in 1960, The Katanning-Nyabing section
was reopened in 1961 on a similar basis. The con-
dition of reopening the lines was that the costs
involved should not be a burden on railway fi-
nances and any loss incurred was to be recouped
to the undertaking.

This item provides for the actual loss incurred
by the railways on these lines in 1977-78.

ftem No. 185: School Children’s Fare Con-
cessions—Reimbursements to Metropolitan (Perth}
Passenger Transport Trust, 3578 000—

Mr HODGE: T should like to ask a similar
question to the one I asked the Treasurer pre-
viously. I should like to know why the estimate
for the reimbursement of the MTT for school
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children’s fare concessions has been reduced so
substantially. It seems to be a faicly major cut
and [ cannot see how Lhere can be such a de-
crease in the numbers of school children travelling
or using the MTT,

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable mem-
ber will appreciate that in arriving at the amount
of reimbursement the Treasury had regard for
the amount of revenue that is earned by Lhe trans-
porting authority, because of the Ffares that are
imposed. My understanding is that in respecy of
the pensioners’ und school children's concession
the decrease in the reimbursement to the author-
ity, numely the M'IT, is a reflection of the extrit
revenue obtained. :

The MTT, of course, cannot get it both ways.
Il cannot get the fare and the reimbursement,
So, us in the case of pensioners, it is a reflection
of the accounting which has been worked aut
between the MTT and Treasury.

Mr Hodge: Huve the fares for school children
gone up?

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 shall
minute in full. it reads as follows—

readd  the

The lower provision is due Lo Ihe increase
of 5c in students fares from the 16th
July, 1978, Prior to lhe fare incrense, the
Government recouped Lhe trust the difference
between the school children's concession fare
of 10c and the vpper limit of half fares of
20c; that is, 10c per journey. As Lhe upper
limit was not changed in the review of fare
and the new students fare is now |5c. the
Government recoup has been reduced from
10c to 5¢ a fare —a reduction of 50 per cent
in the concession.

In other words, it is an accounting adjustment s

in the case of pensioners.

Ireer No.
31 850 00—

1RO Acquisition of  Land,

Mr DAVIES: The amount allocated hus drop-
ped fairly dromaticaily from $3.5 million to $1.85
million. This 1 presume is some of the money
which is used by the Suburban Lands Trust for
buying land for future development and for
development almost immediately, for sale and
relurn to the public. It has been on u subsidiscd
basis from the Commonwealth, from memaory.

Am | right in assuming the reduction this year
is reluted to the fact that a lesser amount of
maney is being muade available by the Common-
wealth Government andd, therefore. it does not
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have (o be matched in Lhe manner in which it had
to be matched in the past? Does it mean the
activities of the trust are running down, or what
is the explanation for it?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The breakup of the
amount which expluins why the acquisition of
land costs are being budgeted at $1.85 million
is @t very lengthy and detailed summary. i the
honourable member is o inclined, | will be only
too pleased to lable a summary of it al an
appropriate time so that the whole of the acqui-
sitions can be mixle known. It would tuke me it
long time o read the whole of the minute.

Mr Davies: Woukl you like 1o send me a copy
of it?

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 will have it para-
phrased and sent to tne Leader of the Opposition.

frem Nao. 190 Advisory Council for Inter-
Government Relavions, $25 000—

Mr HODGE: 1| was wondering whether 1he
Premigr could exptain 10 me who or whal the
Advisory Council for Inler-Government Relations
is? I admit freely I do not know and it spent a
reasonable amount of money lust year. [ has been
allocated another $25 000, | should like 1o know
who are the members of the council, wihat they
do, und on what they spend the money.

Sir CHARILES COURT: This is a budy which
has been sel up with its headquarters in Hobart.
| think this was part of a decenuralisation scheme
at the Federal level.

Mr Skidmore: 1t is pretty well decentralised.

Sir CHARIES COURT; Provision has been
made 1o meet the State's contribution and expenses
of delegates atlending meetings of the council
during 1978-79.

The successful operation of our system of
Federal Government demands the fullest co-opera-
lion and co-ordination  of activities  between
spheres of government.

To pursue this aim an Advisory Council for
Inter-Government Relations has been established to
bring togcther representalives of the Federal,
State and locil governments and private citizens
far the consideration of common prohlems.

In accordance with the agreed cost-sharing
arrangement this item provides for a State con-
tribution of $17 000 lowards administration costs
and $8 000 for fares and accommodation of State
delegates,

Mr Jamicson: It sounds like a mini Constitu-
tional Convenlion.
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Sir CHARLES COQURT: | might add this
matter has been under scrutiny from the Premiers
Conference, because all the States of the Com-
monwealth are involved. In theory, of course, it
was intended to bring logether not only Common-
wealth, Slute, and local government, but input
from the community waus expected also.

Members will appreciate when we Iry to give
praclical application to such a concept it is not
as easy as it sounds. At lhe moment 1 will have
to wait before | pass judgment on the work of
the organisation, because we have not yet been
able to see the results of its work. Reporls on its
work have been received at Premiers' Confer-
ences, but lo date we have not reached a stage
where we can make an evaluation of whether ihe
exercise is successful. Needless o say Tasmania
supports it and believes it is a very guod body.
because it meets in Hobarl.

Mr Hodge: Who are the representalives on the
council?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am not sure about
that. 1 could give the honourable member the
names of the representutives.

Mr Hodge: They are not members of Parlia-
ment, are they? They are public servants.

Sir CHARLES COURT: They could be either
members of Parliament, public servants, or they
could be civilians from outside the Public Service.
An annual report has been tabled. if not in this
Parliament in the Federal Parliament, 1 believe
it has been tabled here. | suggest the member
for Melville should have a look at that report
and if he has any further queries h¢ should let
me know.

{tent No. §93: Ex Gratia Payments, $50 000—

Mr JAMIESON: The Premier is usually good
enough to make available to the Leader of the
Opposition the details of these ex gratia pay-
menis., | do not want them 1o be publicised. 1
simply want an idea of what they involve. Could
we be given that information this year?

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 shall be only too
pleased to send a list to the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, as is customary.

ftem Neoa. 194: Forest Pest and Diseasex Com-
tnittee, §4 500—

Mr SKIDMORE: In 1977-78 the Forest Pest
and Discases Committee received a budget allow-
ance of $5 000 but spent only $4 967. The figure
is to be reduced this year to $4 500.

[ASSEMBLY]

I would have thought that this committee,
which is so active und obviously doing such a
good job, would have been granted more, bearing
in mind the need for the communily lo umder-
stand the investigations carried out into forest pests
and diseases. Perhaps the commiliee is running
contrary to other committees looking into dieback
and other diseuses. Can lhe Premier tell me a
fittle more about i(?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The provision under
this item is required to meet the Stale’s share of
a national works programme for 1978-79. It is
based on the recommendations of the Forest Pest
and Diseases Committee which had its inaugural
meeting on the 4th April, 1978.

The Fuorest Pest and Diseases Committee was
formerly known as the National Sirex Committec
and is run and administered in the same manner
as under the former title.

in 1962 a meeting of Commonwealth and State
representatives decided to set up machinery for
the eradication of the sirex wasp. The cost of
the committee's work programme is borne by the
fund which is financed by contributions from each
State, some private conlributions and a malching
Commonwealth contribution.

In other words, the allocation is not now con-
fined 1o the vriginal concept of erudicating the
sirex wasp.

ftesn Nu. 195 Gold Stealing Detection—Con-
tribution to Chamber of Mines, 330 000—

Mr SKIDMORE: | am inlrigued lo nole that
the Budget allowance for 1977-78 was $160, and
the expenditure was only $153. The funds to be
made available for gold stealing detection have all
of a sudden gone up to $30000. There is only
one mine of note producing gold, and that is at
Telfer. 1s a road block to be pilaced on the road
to Telfer by the gold stealing staff? 1 would like
to know why we should contribute to the Chamber
of Mines for gold stealing detection.

Sir CHARLES COURT: [ think the henourable
member will realise, as 1 read the minute to
him, that it is not quite what it sounds. When
dealing with the Government, we have an extra-
ordinary situation. For instance, those who have
been Ministers will have had the harrowing experi-
ence of poing to Executive Council to authorise
write-offs of deficiencies in stock. They sometimes
run into quite large sums, but usually at the
bottom of the minute Lhere are surpluses which,
quite often, are larger or comparable with the
write-offs. There is a balance belween losses and
profits. 1t is rather like the Army.



LThursday, 2nd November, 1978]

Mr Jamieson: Except they used to have a fire
more regularly in the Army; that is the difference!

Sir CHARLES COURT: One thing about tLhe
Aomy, one was careful not to have a surplus
because there was a system for deficiencies but no
system for surpluses. My note stales that this
contribution is determined by the recoveries of
gold made in the preceding year. During 1977-78
the Chamber of Mines spent $59032 in order
to maintain ils detection staff who recovered stolen
gold which realised $51 279,

The Chamber of Mines meets the full cost of
maintaining the Police Gold Stealing Detection
Branch. Stolen gold, when recovered, can rarely
be traced back to a particular mine and the pro-
ceeds from the sale of this pgold uare therefore
paid into the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

To the 30th June, 1975, proceeds of the sale
of gold up o $6000 and half the additional
proceeds up to a further $6 000 were relurned in
the following year to the Chamber of Mines in
consideration of its expenditure on gold stealing
detection.

For the period the Ist July, 1976, to the 30th
June, 1978, the proceeds of confiscated gold were
patd to the Chamber of Mines up to the cost of
maintaining the detection stalf, with the maximum
payment being $25 000 in any one financial year.

On the Ist July, 1978, the basis for determining
the contributions payable to the Chamber of
Mines was altered lo take the following form—

(a) The payment to the chamber in 1978-79
in respect of 1977-78 proceeds to be in-
creased to $30 000.

tb) Commencing the Ist July, 1978, the pro-
ceeds of stolen gold, up to the cost of
maintaining detection staff, be paid to
the Chamber of Mines. Such payments
to be made prior to the 30th June in
each year so thal payments will be off-
set by revenue receipfs.

No provision has been made for contribution to
the Chamber of Mines based on 1978-79 receipts,
as any payments made during 1978-79 will be off-
set by revenue collections.

So, next year perhaps we will read the next
exciting episode!

Mr JAMIESON: Is it only in the Kalgoorlie
locality that the Chamber of Mines operates? My
colleague mentioned Telfer. Is it just a matter
of “cops and robbers”? We have heard about
people attempling to steal considerable amounts
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of gold, but the security at Telfer is well organ-
ised. Telfer is in an area to which most members
of Parlinment do not have ready access, and we
hear only lales about it,

1 am wondering whether the gold detection
takes place throughout the whole of the State, or
is it concentrated in the eastern goldfields?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I could not confidently
answer the question. 1 will certainly find out for
the honourable member whether or not the detec-
tion is peculiar to the castern goldfields or whether
it extends to new finds outside that area,

ltem No. 199 Housing Research Information
Centre, 325 000—

Mr JAMIESON: This appears to be a new
department. Private enterprise groups seem to con-
duct these types of centres. The housing indusiry
has a centre at the end of Parliament Place, and
information is available on various types of build-
ing materials. Why should the Government step in
and set up a research information centre in addi-
tion to what is already availuble?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The financial assis-
tance to this centre was previously provided
through the State Housing Commission, and that
is the reason it has not been apparent in the
Budgelt. It is not something new, but it is 2 new
item under “Miscellaneous Services”. My minuie
slates that in accordance with Government policy
it was agreed to provide financial and other assist-
ance 1o the Housing Research Information Centre
in 1978-79.

Financial assistance o the centre was pre-
viously provided through Siate Housing Com-
missicn funds and it was agreed in view of the
nature of the service provided by the centre to
relieve the commission of this commitment.

The centre is available to all industry and con-
sttmers to advise on architectural, legal, technical
and financiat matters relating to the housing
industry. At present the centre is located at the
university and an alternative site in the city is
being sought.

This item provides for a grant of $25000 to-
wards the centre’s annual budger of $39 000 to
help finance the cost of salaries and other admin-
istration costs.

As the centre provides a service to both con-
sumers iand the housing indusiry in general it is
felt that support should also be sought from indus-
try itself in fulure years. 1t is considered also that
fees for services should be adopted in order to
become self-supporting,
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In other words, now that this assistance will no
longer be provided by State Housing Commission
funding, it becumes u new item in the Budget, We
will finance part of the costs. We believe industry
should pay more, and a service fee will be charged
so that the centre can be self-supporling.

Item No. 217 Teleplone and Telex Charges—
Central Government Buildings, 3215 000—

Mr JAMIESON: [ realise that most Govern-
ment telexes are concenlrated in the Central Gov-
ernment Buildings. Much of the time of the staff
of the Leader of the Opposition is taken up in
dispersing public relations information. Undoubt-
edly, the same would apply to the Premier's staff
if it did not have access to ftclex. 1 think
we have reached the stage where this type
of modern technology .should be available to the
Leader of the Opposition, | believe the service is
used mainly in the activities of the Premier’s
publicity and public relations section. There is
also a day-to-day record of telegrams and telexes.
Most organisations seem to have access to this
type of equipment. | know the unions find it
necessary to have that access. They keep a record

of all telegrams and telexes received and
despatched.
1 wonder whether in future allowances the

Premier can make the telephone and telex system
in the Cenltral Government Buildings available
to the office of the Leader of the Opposition.

Sir CHARLES COQURT: [ will refer the
matter to both the under secretary and the Chair-
man of the Public Service Board for study. | think
they are the appropriate people. [ could not be
precise, but it has occurred to me there has been
some reference in recenl times. 1 will have the
matter, examined,

Members will realise that the estimate is not
only for the Central Government Buildings; all
Government buildings are involved. The iraffic is
very heavy, especially with regurd to Loan Council
ntatters. The information comes in by the mile,
and much of it is on a coded basis. I will certainly
have the matter examined.

Vote put and passed.

Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit agaim,
on motion by Mr Jamieson.

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage,

House adjourned at 550 p.m,

[ASSEMBLY]

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Bayswater Shire: Town Plunning Scheme 17

2208. Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for Local
Government:

(1) In respect of the Buyswaler Shire town
planning scheme 17, did Mr Watson or
any other person from the Local Gov-
ernment  Depuriment  interview Mt
Arthur Murshall, auctioneer, or his son,
Robert John Marshall?

(2) [f not, why not?

(3) What was the nature of churges made
against a person named Marshall by the
Police fraud section in connection with
town planning scheme 177

(4) Did the Local Government Department
initiute this action?

(5) What was Lhe
agninst Marshall?

result of the charges

Mrs CRALG replied:

(1) to (5) The member is referred to the
answer to question 2087 on the 25th
October, 1978.

LOCAL (i()VH.RNMHN'l': BAYSWATER
SHIRE COUNCIL
Laud Deals

2209. Mr HARMAN, to the Minisler for Local
Government:

In respect of the sale of Jot 431 by the
Bayswater Shire Council, is it not com-
mon 'praclice among local government
authorities 1o accept lhat once approval
of zoning from the Town Planning De-
partment and Taxation Department
valuation are obtained then the site i3
approved for sale?

Mrs CRAIG replicd:

The member is referred o the answer
to question 2087 on the 25th October,
1978.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Buyvsweter Slti{e Cuouncil: Maolor Vehlicles Sale

2210. Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for T.ocal
Government:

(1} When did the Bayswater Shire Council
first dispose of motor vehicles in the
manner Jdescribed by Mr Watson?
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(2) (a) Did the Local Government audil
inspectors adversely comment on this
method of sale;

(b) if so, when?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

(1) and (2) The member is referred to the
answer to question 2087 on the 25th
October, 1978,

TRANSPORT: BUS
MTT: Annual and Long Service Leave
2211. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Transpor(:
Does the Metropolitan {Perth) Passenper
Transport Trust have any record of the
amount of annual and long service leave

which has accrued but not heen taken
by its stafl?

Mr RUSHTON replied;

Yes. As at the 30th June, 1978, the
figures were:—
accrued annual leave—3$2 096 536
accrved long service leave—
$2 267 772

PRIVATE ENTERPRISE
Climate
2212, Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

(1) 1s it his Government’s objective to create
a climate which will allow private enter-
prise to operate successfully at all levels?

(2) (a) TIs his Government satisfied with ‘its

efforts in creating this climate;
{b) if “No" why?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) This is not only the objective of the
Government but was also successfully
achieved in considerable degree by the
same political parties and philosophies
during the 1959-71 period in office, and
is also responsible for the State being
poised to proceed into another impor-
tant era of development in spite of the
setbacks received due to the policies of
the Labor centralist and socialist Gov-
ernment in Canberra in 1972-75.

Mr Jamieson: One thing it will never die—it
will live on forever.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The member for ML
Hawthorn serves these questions up to
me; we have a deal on.

Mr Jamieson: Nobody ever remembers the
McMahon Government now.

4543

Sir CHARLES COURT: To continue—

(2) (a) and (b) We are always striving 10
do better, no matter what successey
might be achieved,

POLICE
Warranis to Search and Seite
2213, Mr BERTRAM, to the Minisler represeni-
ing the Atlorney General:

(1) Is it the Government's policy to restrict
the lawful right of the police to obiain
warrants o search and to seize things?

(2) If “Yes” in what circumstances?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) and (2) There is no move to restrict
the ultimate right of police 1o search for
documents. Administrative arrangements
have recently been made 1o impose some
safeguards on the execution of search
warrants in relation to documents in re-
spect of which legal professional privi-
lege is claimed.

LEGAL AID COMMISSION
Applications for Assistance
2214, Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister represent-
ing the Attorney General:

(1) Does the Legal Aid Commission keep
any records as to the number of applica-
tions for legal aid that are received and
rejected?

(2) (a) If “Yes” will the Minister supply
these details for the period since
the commission commenced business;

(b) if “No” why?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The Legal Aid Commission of Western
Australia has supplied the following in-
formation:—

From the 17th April to the 30th Sep-
tember, 1978—
5579 applications were received.
3 690 applications were assigned,
1 327 applications were rejecied.

LEGAL AID COMMISSION
Funding
2215, Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:
What action, if any, has he taken and
when to obtain a possibly more satis-
factory allocation of funds for legal aid
from the Federal Government?
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Mr Jamieson: Tt

[ASSEMBLY)|

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

The Legal Aid Commission of Western
Australin is an independent statutory
body and the State Government would
not be invulved unless it were requested
to do so by the commission,

No such request has been received,

I am informed, however, that the Legal
Aid Commission of Weslern Australia
has been in contact with the Common-
wealth commission on lhe subject of
funds.

CiVil. AND POLITICAL RIGHTS
Sonth A frican Govermnent's Policy

Mr BERTRAM, tv the Premier:

Further to his answer to question 1914
uf 1978:

(1) Will he give particulars of the pro-
gress lhe political leaders in South
Africa have made and to which he
referred in his said answer?

(2) Will he give particulars of what his
Government believes the South
African leaders should be reminded
of when he said “much more has

yet to be achieved™?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) 1 do not think it is appropriate to
atlempt to set out in detail in the
answer (0 a question in Parliament
all of the vconsiderable progress
made by the political leaders in
South Africa.

Sullice to say if the member had
personal knowledge of South Africa
over the last 10 or L5 years, he
would be able to see the steps that
have been taken to respond to world
opinion in respect of the relation-
ship bhetween the different racial
groups in South Africa.

(2) The answer to this part of (he
question Nows on logically from the
answers given to question 1914 and
the answer given to (1) above.

is funny how different
people can get different impressions.

MAGISTRATE
Athany

2217. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for Police
and Tralfic:

Further to his reply to my question with-
out notice on 12th October, 1978 touch-
ing on the warrant issued to search for
and seize certain papers from an Albany
muagisirate, in precisely what office of
what building were the said papers
situated—
(a) when the said warrant was obtained;
(b) when the said warrant was execuied?
Ridge (for Mr O'NEIL) replied:
A search warrant was not issued lo seize
court documents from the Albany mugis-
trate. It wus issued in regard to court
records held by the person in custody
and control of the records, the Clerk
of Courts at Lhe Albany Court House
Building, Stirling Terrace, Albany.
(a) and (b) The privale office of the
Clerk of Courts, Mr Holmes.

CLVIL RIGHTS

Currespondence with Russian Ambassader

2214 Mr BERTRAM, o the Premier:

n

2}
Sir
n

What follow up action has he taken aml
when fuollowing upon Lhe receipt by him
of the letter dated 7th August, 1978 from
the Charge d'Alffairs a.i. of the Embassy
of the USSR?

If none, why?

CHARLES COURT replied:

and (2) From the attitude of the HEm.
bassy of the USSR, ns expressed in their
Tth August, 1978 letler, and the general
attilude of the USSR in lhese madters,
there is no obvious immediate action
which can be tauken by the Stale Govern-
ment but we will cerlainly not lose any
opportunity to make our poinl in ap-
propriate USSR circles,

CIVIL RIGHTS

Correspondence with Russian Ambassador

2219. Mr BERTRAM, to the Premtier:

Further to his answer lo question 2126
of 1978, since he says that the interna-
tional covenant makes no assertion of
numerical equality—what form of cqua-
lity does he understand by the expression
*equal suffrage” which occurs in article
25 (b) of the said covenant?
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Sir CHARLES COURT replied;

The member is referred to the first
sentence of article 25 which has an ex-
press qualification of paragraph (b) of
that article.

The expression “equal suffrage” in para-
graph (b) is expressly made subject to
not unreasonable restrictions. That is
the form of equalily which is embodied
in the international covenant, and there
is no assertion of numerical equality to
be found there.

ELECTORAL ACT AND ELECTORAL
DISTRICTS ACT

Amendment
2220. Mr BERTRAM, to the Chief Secretary:
When does he next expect to introduce
amendments to the
{a) Electoral Act;
(b) Electoral Dislricts Act?

Mr Ridge (for Mr O'NEIL) replied:
(a) and (b) When necessary.

ABORIGINES
Voting Eqitality
2221. Mr BERTRAM, 1o the Chief Secretary:

(1} Is it a fact that thousands of Aborigines
in Western Australia who wish to be
treated equally with while Western Aus-
tralians currently have a vote in State
elections worth more than 16 times the
value of the vote of an elector encolled
for the districts of—

(a) Scarborough;

(b) Karrinyup;

{c) Whitford;

(d) Balcatta;

(e} Mount Hawthorn?

(2) It “Yes™ what action does he propose
to take to correct this situation, and
when?

Mr Ridge (for Mr O'NEIL) replied:

(1) No. '

(2) Not applicable.

MINING
fron Ore: Mt Newman Mining Lid.
2222, Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for Indus-
irial Development:
(1) Ts it a fact that Mt Newman Mining Ltd.
is in the process of transferring a large

number of its city staff to the north-west?
(143)

(2)

(3

4]
2}

3

If “Yes” how many persons are involved
in this transfer and how much notice
is being given to the staff?

(a) Are such staff as opting not to
transfer to the north-west being
treated as redundant; and

{b) if so, on what terms?

MENSAROS replied:
Yes.

Between 100 and 110.

Staff were all advised of a move in
September 1978 and individual dJiscus-
sions completed in October 1978,
People are to move progressively from
December 1978 to April 1979 taking
into account jndividual needs.

(a) There will be a significant pumber
of staff retained in Perth, How-
ever, some redundancy will occur.

(b) Redundant staff will have a mini-
mum of 3 months notice. Othur
ferms are not yet finalised,

EDUCATION

School Terms and Holidays for 1979

2223. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for Edu-
cation:

N

2)

Mr
(48]

(2)

What are the school commencing and
closing dates for 1979%

What school holidays will occur during
19797

P. V. JONES replied:

Teuchers commence on Thursday, Ist
February, 1979. Children commence on
Monday, 5th February, 1979.

Schools close on Wednesday, 19th De.
cember, 1979,

5th March Labour Day

13th April Good Friday

l6th April Easter Monday

I7th April Easter Tuesday

25th April Anzac Day

Monday, 14th May to Friday, 25th May
4th June Foundation Day

Monday, 27th August to Friday, Tth
September

Rth October Queen’s Birthday.
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2224.

[ASSEMBLY]

TRAFFIC

Narrows Bridge

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for Trang-

port.

(n

(2)

Mr

1)

12)

2225.

Mr

Is it not a fact that in peak traffic
periods, traffic is banking up because
of congestion on the Narrows Bridge?
How much longer will the Narrows
Bridge be able to cope with the traflic
requiring lo cross it?

RUSHTON replied:

Some congestion at peak Lraffic periods
does oceur at the Narrows Bridge.

It is anticipaled that the Narrows Bridge
will cope with the cross river iraffic for
the foreseeuble future.

TRAFFI[C
Muain Street

BERTRAM, 1o the Minister for

T'ransport:

(1

(2

)

How much longer will it be before the
necessary work will be done and equip-
ment installed so as to allow traffic in
Main Street, Osborne Park, to travel
directly into Brady Street and thence
on to the Mitchell Freeway?

What is the reason—if any—-for this
delay?

RUSHTON replied:

und (2) As part of the freeway exten-
sion plans, a modification to the inter-
section of Main and Brady Sireets was
agreed to in 1970 by the MRPA, Main
Roads Department, City of Stirling and
City of Perth. Following detailed plans
being prepared in early 1977, the City
of Perth alone raised objections. Agree-
ment on the proposal has not yet been
reached.

ELECTORAL

Enrolments

2226. Mr BERTRAM, to the Chief Secretary:

How many electors are currently enrolled
for each of the following electorates:

(a) Mount Hawthorn;
(b} Balcatia;

(c) Whitford;

(d) Karrinyup;

(e) Scarborough?

Mr Ridge (for Mr O'NEIL) replied:

2227.

The figures as at the 30th October, 1978,
arg—-

(a) 16511

(b) 18276

(c) 24 215

) 17 596

(e) 15096

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Loan Polls: Validity of Votes
Mr CARR, to the Minister for Local

Government:

Can she clucidate on the validity of a
vote cast in a loan poll if a voler has
only marked one square with the numeral
"1” and left the other square blank?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

2228.

The term “validity” in the question ap-
pears to rclute to a guestion of law.
However, murking a ballot paper in the
manner described 15 in conformity with
the instructions contained in the twenty-
sixth schedule of the Local Government
Act and with sections 121(2) and
127(3).

COMMUNITY WELFARE
Child Care Centres
Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for

Community Welfare:

(n

(2)
(3)

(4)
(%)

(6)

N

o
)

What is the total number of child cuare
centres in Western Australia regisicred
with the Department of Communily
Welfare?

Of this number how many are privately
and publicly owned?

What fees do privately and publicly
owned child care centres charge?
What cost to the State are these centres?
For how many children do both lypes
of centres cater?

How many of these children come from
single parent families?

How many of these children are from
two parent families with both husband
and wife working?

YOUNG replied:

304,

Privately owned day care and occasion-
al care centres—73

Publicly owned day care and occasional
care centres—40



3

4

)

—

(3

{3

—
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Family care centres—i{91

“Publicly owned” child care centres eay
be run and supported by such bodies
as local authorities, community buased
committees and church groups,

The department has no conlrol over
fee-setting.

Figures from a census token by the
department in  August, 1978 are at
present being processed by the Bureau
of Statistics. An initinl estimate of fees
indicates that the range for weekly full-
lime care is $!15-$45.

These cenlres are no cost to the State
Government apart from two cenlres
where the salury costs are borne by the
Department of Labour uand [Industry
(State Immigration Office) and the Men-
tal Heaulth Services (Community Devel-
opment Centre).

3 905,

and (7) No figures available as this in-
formation is not collected by the De-
partment for Community Welface.

HEALTH
Slinuming Centres

2229, Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for

Health:

Because of the possibly serious effect to

hextlth caused by excessive dieting on the

advice of unquaiified people selling
dietary business, will he advise:

{1} Does his department ensurc weight
conlrol centres such as the one ad-
vertised on page 8 of Tuesday's
The West Australian 31st Qctober,
1978, are registered?

(2) 1f “Yes" with whom?

(3) 1s it a fact that people accepting
dietary advice from such businesses
must  sign  a  conlract  reparding
monetary payments ete.?

(4) If answer to (1) and (3} is “Yues"
will he investigale these Lypes of
selling agencies to  prove their
hona fides?

(5) If not, why not?

Mr YOUNG replicd:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3 If this is & fact then it is a com-
mercial contract belween the client
and the organisation only. If any

individual  subsequently feels ay-
grieved in relation Lo misrepresenta-
tion, harshness or unconscionable
terms, he ar she has the right to
approach the Bureau of Consumer
Affairs for advice or an investiga-
tion on the matter of complaint,

(4) Not applicable.

(5) There have been 0o complaints
about centres of this 1ype. 'The
Government, however, hus been
concerned about unyualilied per-
suons giving advice on dieting and is
considering  introducing  legislulion
to register dietitians.

LANDS AND FORESTS DEPARTMENTS
Professional Staff

2230. Mr BRYCE, lo the Acting Minister for
Lands and Forests:

(1) How many professional staff are em-
ployed by:

(a) the Lands Debarlment; and
{b) the Foresls Depurlment?

(2) What has been the resignation rale of
these professional officers over lhe last
three years?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

(1) (a) 246

{b) 95
2) [unds Forests
1976 8 Nil
1977 5 3
1978 to 10th
October Nil 3

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Professional Staff
2231, Mr BRYCE, to the Minister represcnling
the Minister for Works:

(1) How many professional staff are cm-
ployed by the Public Works Depart-
ment?

(2) What hus been the resignation rate of
these professional officers over the lagt
three ycars?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) 714,

(2) 1975-76 30
1976-77 32
1977-78 27
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TOWN PLANNING DEPARTMENT
Professional Stuff

2232, Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:

(1) How many professional staff are em-
ployed by the Town Planning Depart-
ment?

(2) What has been the resignation rate of
these professional officers over the last
three years?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

(1) 1978—43 + 2 contract—planning offi-
cers
14 planning assislants
15 draftsmen

(2) [976—4 planning officers; 3 planning as-
sistants; | draftsman

1977—4 planning officers; 2 planning as-
sistants; 2 draftsmen

1978—6 planning officers; 3 planning as-
sistants; 2 draftsmen.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Belmont: Renovations

2233. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:

(1) Has money been allocated for repairs
and renovations at the Belmont Senior
High School?

(2) In the light of his undertaking to the
parent action group and the staff build-
ings committee of the Belmont Senior
High School on 2lst September, 1978
to “rebuild the Belmont Senior High
School”, is it intended to proveed with
routine repairs and renovations?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) and (2) Yes. Limited funds will be
provided this financial year for the more
urgent repairs only, not for renovation,
If the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
were here, | would tell him the reason
for the reduction. As he is aware, due
to the programme we have entered into
to rebuild part of the school over a
petiod, there will not be the need for
such extensive repairs and renovations.

[ASSEMBLY]

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Belmoni: Sewerage

2234. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:

Has money been allocated this financial
year to connect Belmont Senior High
School to the district sewerage scheme;
if so—

(a) when will work commence; and

(b) in the light of the decision o re-
design and rebuilt the school, will
the connection be made only to the
school gymnasium at this stage?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(a) and {b) No.

MINING: [RON ORE
Projects in Pilbara
Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:

Does the State Government have an
estimate of—

2235.

(a) the cost to the Siate Government
for infrastructure purposes a380-
ciated with the four iron ore projects
in the Pilbara; and

(b) the cost to the companies concerncd
for infrastructure purposes associated
with the four iron ore projects in
the Pilbara?

Sir CHARLES COQURT replied:

(a) and (b) The information requested
is being collated and I shall advise
the member when it is available.

MAIN ROADS DEPARTMENT
Professional Staff

2236. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Trans-
port:

(1) How many professional stalf are em-
ployed by the Main Roads Department?

(2) What has been the resignation rale
of these professional ufficers over the
last three years?

Mc RUSHTON replied:
(N 309
(2) 6.8 per cent per annum.
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GOVERNMENT AND PARLIAMENTARY

2237,

OFFICERS
Saluries

Mr JAMIESON, to the Freasurer:

(1) What are the comparative current rates

per annum of salary for the following

Government officers or their equivalent

where applicable in each of the Aus-

tralian States:

Chief Execulive Officer,
Authorily;

Commissioner of Stale Taxation;
Deputy Under Treasurer;

Director of Administration, Medical and
Health Services;

General Manuager, Metropolitan Water
Board;

General Manager,
Insurance Office;

General Manager, State Housing Com-
mission; :

Surveyor General, Department of Lands
and Surveys;

Under Secretary for
Industry;

Under Secretary for Lands;

Under Secretary for Law;

Under Secretary for Mines;

Under Secretary for Works;
Under Secretary, Premier's Department;

Chief ~ Engineer, Metropolitan Water
Board;

Town Planning Commissioner;

Crown Solicitor, Crown Law Depart-
ment;

Director, Department for Community
Welfare;

Parliamentary Counsel, Crown Law De-
partment;

Principal Architect, Public Works De-
partment;

Commissioner of Public
Medical Services;

Co-ordinator of Industrial Development;

Director General, Education Department;

Director, Mental Health Services;

Director of Agriculture;

Director of Engineering, Public- Works
Department;

Road Tralfic

State  Government

Labour and

Health and

Under Treasurer;
Administrator, Royal Perth Hospital;

@
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Chairmaun, Rural Housing Authority;

Chief Executive Officer, W.A. Meat Com-
mission;

Deputy Chairman, Public Service Board;

Commissioner, Public Service Board;

Assistant Commissioners (2  positions)
Main Roads Department;

Assistunt  Commissioners (2 positions)
State Energy Commission;

General Manager, Fremantle Port Auth-
ority;

General

Board;

General Manager, W.A. Coastal Ship-
ping Commission;

Public Service Arbitrator;

State Librarian, Library Board of W.A.;

Director of Environmental Protection;

Partinmentary Commissioner for Admin-
istrative [nvestigations;

Commissioner of Police;

Auditor General;

Chief [ndustrial Commissioner,
Industrial Commission;

Manager, Tolalisator Agency

W.A.

Chairman, Metropolitan (Perth) Passen-
ger Transport Trust;
Chairman, Public Service Board;

Chairman of Commissioners, Rural and
Industries Bank;

Commissioner of Main Roads;
Commissioner, State Energy Commission;
Conservator of Forests;
Director General of Transpoct;
Commissioner of Railways;
Stipendiary Magistrate—

First year

Second year

‘Chird year

Fourth year

Fifth year

Senior Stipendiary Maugistrate;
Deputy Chief Stipendiary Magistrate;
Chief Stipendiary Magistrate?

What are the comparalive current tates
per annum of salary for the following
Parliamentary officers where applicable
in each of the Australian State Parlia-
ments:

{a) Clerk of the Legislative Council;
(b) Clerk of the Legislative Assembly;

(¢) Chief Hansard Reporter?
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Sir CHARLES COURT replicd:

)

2)

2238.

In view of the fuct that there are
acknowledged  statutory  bodies  and
tribunals which consider the remunera-
tion of the people covered by item ([)
of the member’s guestion 1 do not think
it is reasonuble 1o expect the State
Government to make inquiries in all
Australian  States, as requested by (he
member,

Either the individuals themselves or the
organisations to which they belong can
make their representutions to ensure that
they receive proper consideration and
the State Government has been pre-
pared 1o abide by the present methods of
fixing remuneration in this State.

1 will endeavour o seck this informa-
tion, including the authority in each State
responsible for fixing remuneration of
these officers.

WATER SUPPLIES
Mvoter Readings

Mt DAVIES, to the Minister represeating

the Minister for Water Supplies:

(n

(2}

(&)

4)

(5)

What is the number of meters that must
be read by the Metropolilan Water Board
in order lo determine the volume of
willer consumed by each residential
property for which the consumption year
commenced belween [5th fanuary, 1978
and 30th June, 19787

How muany melers identified in (1) are
read bi-annually?

How muny of the first bi-annual meler
readings, ie., the reading which shows
the volume of water consumed in ap-
proximalely the frst six months, for
residential properties identified in (2) has
the Metropolitan Water Board—

(a) completed;

(b) not completed?

In what suburbs are the residential
properties identified in (1)?

How many of the meter ceadings For
the residential properties identificd in
3 (a) coriespond approximately to the
period—

(a) Januacy-June 1978;

(b) February-July 1978;

(c) March-August 1978;

(6)

(d) April-September 1978;

(e) May-October 1978;

(f) June-November 19787

Further to question {5), how many of
the meter readings corresponding ap-
proximately to the period—

(a) January-June, exceeded 75 kilolitres;

(b) February-July, exceeded 62.5 kilo-
litres;

(¢) March-August, cxceeded 50.0 kifo-
litres;

(d) April-September, exceeded  37.5
kilolitres;

(e) Muay-October, exceeded 25 kilolitres;

(E) June-November, exceeded 124 kilo-
litres?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

n

2)
)

4)

(5

6

242 370 as at Yth June, 1978,

All,

CGa) 181320 to 31st October, 1978,
) 61050,

Al suburbs within the boundaries of
the Metropolitan Water, Sewerage and
Drainage area,

{a) 7527,

(b) 47 053,

(¢) 52 508,

) 43 196,

(eY 31036,

(fy 61 050,

The bourd’s records are not Kept in o

form which would make an  answer
realily available.

ENERGY
Sehar: Home Use

2239, Mrc GREWAR, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

)

(2)

What would be the extra capital costs
incurred with the incorporating of various
solar collection devices and insulation to
supply all heating and cooling require-

.ments for—

(a) a new home;

(b) an ecxisting home?

What would be the annual suviogs n—-
(a) enerpy cxpressed as kilowatt hours;
(b) in moncy terms,

for & home so equipped?
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Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) The capital cost of solar heating/cooling
systems depends on many factors
including:

Size and design of home.
Climatic conditions.

Type of system adopted.
Required comfort level.

Costs in Western Australia are eslimated
to be between $3 000 and $15000 de-
pending on the factors listed.

(2) Annual savings are also dependent on
the factors listed in ({) above, and are
heavily influenced by the usage pattern of
the householder. A well designed instal-
lation would be capable of providing up
lo 75 per cent of the energy require-
ments through the solar system.

Work is currently in hand to investigate
the various aspects of solar aircondition-
ing, including several projects financed
by grants from the Solar Energy Re-
search Institute of Western Australia,

FISHERIES
Licences

2240. Dr TROY, to the Minister for Fisheries
and Wildlife:
(1) What are the qualifications concerning
professional river fishing licences?
(2) How many such licences exist?

{3) (a) Who are the holders of these
licences; and

(b) when were the licences issued?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

([) Licenses to fish in the Swan/Canning
estuarine fishery are restricted to those

fishermen that were licensed at st July,
19717,

(2) 29.
(3) () holders of licenses:—
G. Fooks
Mr Scook
H. Woods
Mr Bathgate
L. Marriot
P. F. Smith
H. Harris
J. W. Mountain
0. Bennett
R. Pierce
S. J. Holden

. Kenworthy
Babich
Bales

Cook

5. Sewell

. Madalini
Smith

. Carter

. McKenzie

. G. Simpson
. Thomas

L. A. Edwards

PEZPzZzIr>»RERMPpR-"<ESE

{b) date licence issued:—

28th Pec. 1977 (for 1978)
28th Dec. 1977 (for 1978)
19th Jan. 1978

4th Jan. 1978

8th fan. 1978

9th Jan. 1978

12th Bec. 1977 (for 1978)
17th Aug, 1978

2ist Dec. 1977 {for 1978
4th Jan. 1978

Itth fan. 1978

30th Dec. 1977 (for 1978)
2nd Jan. 1978

24th Jan., [978

5th Dec. 1977 (for 1978)
19th Jan. 1978

13th Jan. 1978

11th Jan. 1978

20th Jan. 1978

24th Jan. 1978

26th Jan., 1978

idth Sept. 1978

29th Dec, 1977 (for 1978)
29th Dec. 1977 (for 1978)
16th March 1978

16th Dec. 1977 (for 1978)
24th April 1978

9th Jan. 1978

27th April 1978
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2241,

(ASSEMBLY]

This question way postponed,

EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT

2242.

Public Works Departnemnt

Mr WILSON, to the Premier:

In view of the statemenl by the Minister
for Labour and Indusiry in answer to
question 2105 of 1978, that he is not in
a position to say whether Lthere are any
further anticipated retrenchments in the
Public Works Depurlment or any other
Government department, can he, as
[eader of the Goverament, offer any
information  about possible  further
retrenchments?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

The member must appreciate that there
is movement taking place all the time in
the type of projects and the type of
workforce that is involved in public
works projecls. and the projects of other
Government  departments  and  instra-
mentalities.

Also, when he is talking about ihe
Government  employment he has to
realise that the employment is subslan-
tinlly in two forms—that covered by
the Consolidated Revenue Budget and
that covered by the Cupital Works
Budget.

Whilst there has been tight control on
the employment of staff, etc. covered by
the Consolidated Revenue Budget,
there has not been any overall cut-back
nor is any planned in the tolal employ-
ment factors within that Budget.

However, on Lhe Capital Works side, it
is u different matter and this will vary
from time fto time according to the
nature and the state of completion, etc.
of projects,

So far as Government and semi-Govern-
ment  instrumentalities are concerned,
the position is no different from ordin-
ary employers where there are seasonal
und other ebbs and flows of the work-
force, and it is impossible to be pre-
cise about the pusition at any one lime,
or in the foresceable future.

HOUSING

Interest Deductibility Scheme and Home

2243.

Suvings Grants
Mr DAVIES, o the Premicr:

In the light of his protests to the Federal
Government over many matters and in
the light of the crisis in the Western
Austrafian home-building industry and
the difficulties muny young people are
experiencing in getling homes of their
own—

(1) Has he protested to the Federal
Government over its decisions to end
the tax deduclibility of home loan
inlerest puyments and to impouse a
delay of up to a year on the pay-
ment of home savings grants?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) If not, will he do so?

Sic CHARLES COURT replied:

(1} to (3) | refer the member 0 my
reply to question 1439. As | said on
that occasion, [ have spoken per-
sonally 1o the Prime Minister on
these matlers on several occasions,
However, it must be understood that
the Commonwealth Guvernment is
responsible for its own budgetlary
strategy  und that Lhis must  be
viewed ogainst its overall economic
policy objectives of reducing infla-
tion and lowering interest rates,

MINING: BAUXITE

Alcoa: Regeneration Programme

2244, Mr SKIDMORE, to the Acting Minisler

for Lands:
With respect to areas which will be
mined to provide bauxite for the

Wagerup alumina refinery and which will
subsequentily be subject to altempts at
renfforestation, will she give considera-
tion to naming these areas the Sir
Churles Court National Park sa that
fulure generations may correctly identify
the Premier’s contribulion 1o thejr
heritage?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

T shall give this question the considera-
tion that it deserves,
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HEALTH
Sunglusses
Mr TONKIN, 10 the Minister for Con-

sumer Affairs:

2246,

As the answer to question 2144 of 3lst
October 1978 indicates that the local
college of ophthalmologists is of the
opinion that some sunglasses are not as
efficient in the reduction of glare as
indicaled in adverlisemenis and that
therefore there seems to be a prima facie
case for misleading advertising. will he
investigale such advertisements with a
view to taking any action that may be
warranted?

O'CONNOR  replicd;
Yes.

DAIRYING: MILK
Skim Miltk Powder
Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Agri-

culture:

€13y 15 any Government apgency responsible

2]

N

4)

Mr

(1
(2}
)
(4)

2247.

for prices of skim milk powder?

I so, who?

Whal was the cost of skim milk powder
per ton at Angusl 1977 and August
19787

Whal are the reasons for any increases
hetween those periods?

QLD replied:

Yes.

The Australian Dairy Corporation.
$493 and $540 per lonne respectively,

The major factors believed to have
influenced the corporation to increasc the
assessed markel value were (he stock
on hand situation, the liguidily of the
skim milk powder pool and the abilily
of the market 10 pay a higher price.

POILICE AND RTA
Resignations
Mr DAVIES, 1o the Minister for Police

and Traffic:

n

How muny—

fu) policemen;

(b) Roud Traffic Authorily patrolmen,
have resigned in the 12 months ended
30th June, 1977 and in the past four
months?

2 will
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he list the classifications of the
positions held by the men who have
resigned from—

(a) the Police Force;

(b) the Road Traffic Authority?

Mr Ridge (for Mr (’'NEIL} replied:

Assuming the date in (1} is meant to
be 30th June, 1978—

1/7/77- V1/1/78-
) 30/6/78 J1/W0/78

{at 52 9
(h) 14 6

(2) €@ 2nd class
sergeants 5 1

3rd class
sergeants -— 1

senior con-
stables ... 4 —_

Ist class
constables 9 6
constables .. 34 i1
52 19

{(h) 2nd class
sergeants I _

Senior con-
stables ... 2 —

st cliss
constables 4 1
constables 7 5
14 6

EDUCATION

“The Role of the Guidance Officer in WA

2248.

Covermment Sehools, fnlv 19787
Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Educa-

tion:

(1> How many copies of a repori enlilled

2)

"The Role of the Guidance Officer in
W.A. Governmenl Schools, July 1978™
have been printed?

How many were distributed
whom?

and 1o

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(n
(¥

880,

650 to schools and Education Depart-
ment branches.

170 10 guidance officers,
30 1o other States and depariments.
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SEWFRAGE
Swan Location 6400

2249, Mr WILSON, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Water Supplies:

{13 Can the Minister say whether there are

2)

any proposals under consideration for
the provision of sewerage 10 Swan Joca-
tion 6400 and adjacent areas in Dianella?
If “Yes” can the Minister say when i
is anticipated that sewerage will be pro-
vided in this area?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

)

and (2) There is no provision for
sewerage works Lo serve this area in
the current development plan 1978-83
made public by the Metropolitan Water
Supply, Sewerage and Drainage Board.

REEF MOTEL

Thefix, Mismanagement, and Misappropriation’ of

Funds

2250h. Mr PEARCE, to the Premier:
(1) In view of the Government's substantial

2

(&)

)

5

6)

N

loan for the Reef Motel, Mandurah,
what steps did the Governmenit take io
check the financial viability of the pro-
ject and the expertise of the management
when it coramitted itself 1o the loan?
Is it a fact that the services of the
Reef Motel general manager, hotel con-
sultant and executive chef have been
terminated by the owner?

Is it also a fact that there were 51 people
on the payroll prior 10 the opening of
part of the complex and the size of
the payroll was $7000 to $8000 per
week?

Is it a fact thal since the partial open-
ing of the establishment the number of
siafl has been reduced to 147

Ts it a fact that substanlial quamilics
of the malel's cotlery and cooking
utensils are missing and cannot be
accounied for?

Is it a fact that $17 500 has been speni
on printing stationery for the moiel?

In view of rumours suggesting theft of
goods, gross mismanagemenl, and mis-
apprapriation of funds at the Reefl
Multel, is the Government satisfied that
its investment on behalf of the Western
Australian 1axpayers is being adequately
protected?

Sir CHARLES COURT replicd:

(1) The application for thc guaranice of
a loan in refation to the construction of
the Reef Motel, Mandurah, was exam-
ined in detail by officers of the Depart-
ment of Tourism and reviewed by the
Treasury.

(2) 1o (6) The information requested by
the member is’ considered to be con-
fidential 10 the operations of the com-
pany and it would not be appropriale
for the Government 1o release this sort
of information.

(7) T am advised that it is considered therc
is adequate securily for the loan which
has been guaranieed by the Government.

RAILWAYS
Reserves: Buruing Off

2251, Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Are railway reserves burnl off annually
to remove the fire dunger of dricd vege-
lation and to eliminate polential habitats
for pests such as sniukes?

(2) If pot annually, at what intervals are
railway reserves burnt off?

(3) Does Westrait have 1o comply with Tocal
government by-laws with respect 1o hurn-
ing-off on railway reserves?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1} and (2) Burning ofl on railway reserves
is undertaken periodically at the dis-
crelion of Westrail's disirict engincers
for the proteclion of railway assels and
private propertics and in  conjunclion
with the requiremenis of local shire
councils and the Bush Fires Board,

(3) Yes.
ENERGY
Alumiina Refineries: Pinjarra, Wagernp, and
Waorstey

2252, Mr COWAN, io the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:
(1) With reference to question 2164 of 1978
can he give specific details of—
(a) estimated recaverphle conl reserves:
(b) 1the cost of construction of coul
fired nnils 10 supply energy for cach
of the proposed alumina refineries:
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{c) the annua! consumption of coal by
these units;

(d) the estimated life of the Collie coal
basin as a source of fuel for West-
ern Australia’s energy needs for
both alumina refining and electri-
city?

(2) Are any reports available which would

indicate the State Energy Commission
has this information on record?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) (a) To date, in

the categories of
measured, indicated and inferred,
390 million tonnes has been esti-
mated by the Geological Survey
Branch of the Mines Department to
be economically extractable,

and (c) No. The member is seeking
commercial information which 1
feel is not appropriate for a Parlia-
mentary question. I would suggest
that the member direct these ques-
tions to the companies concerned.
No, since this would depend on
the actual alumina industry develop-
ments and the amount of coal re-
quired by other industrial users.

b)

)

{2) No public documents are available.

This question was postponed.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

CONSERVATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT

Pinnacles

1. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for Conser-
vation and the Environment:

Adverting to my question 2160 regarding
the Pinnacles area at Cervantes, 1 asked
the Minister whether he had been con-
tacted by a Mrs Joy Baker and the
answer was that the National Parks
Authority was not aware of any com-
munication from a Mrs Joy Baker.
Would the Minister now advise whether
he received a letter from Mrs Baker?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

I thank the member for notice of the
question. I had a check made in the De-
partment of Conservation and Environ-
ment and a letter was found on the files
to that effect. I apologise for not having
the answer yesterday; at that time T
di¢ not know the letter had bheen re-
ceived.
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MINING: GOLD

Fimiston Mines

2. Mr GRILL, to the Minister for Mines:

(D

2

(&))

(4)

Is it correct, as reported by the Chair-
man of Directors of Kalgoorlie Mining
Associales yesterday, that the Mines
Department vetted and verified the Kal-
goorlie Mining Associates feasibility
study into the reopening of the Fimis-
ton goldmining lease?

If so, on what basis was the vetting and
verification done?

Is it a normal function of the Mines
Department to do this, or is it done by
vitrtue of some agreement between the de-
partment and the company?

If it is done by virtue of some agreement,
what are the general terms of that agree-
ment?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1)

to (4) It is a fact that officers of the
Mines Department—and T would like to
add also officers of the Department of
Industrial Development—have studied the
report and found that under the facts
and conditions under which it was sub-
mitied it is a report which ought to be
accepted. In other words, they did not
find any fault in the report; there was
no under or overstatement.

The basis of this was simply that 1 had
negotiations with the company and told
it that obviously the Government would
be interested on a confidential basis in
the studies in respect of whether the
Fimiston mining operation could go
ahead.

1 have told the House previously that
was done on a confidential basis, like
most reports which come to the Minister
for Mines. I have also told the member
that I can only talk about the report
if the company agrees, which happened
recently when the chairman of the com-
pany announced the contents of the
report which had been prepared.

In respect of whether it is a normat
function of the department: of course
it is a normal function, particularly of
the Department of Industrial Develop-
ment and also of mining engineers and
geologists of the Department of Mines,
at the request of the Minister,
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MINING: BAUXITE

Alcoa's ERMP: Government's Action

3. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for Conserva-
tion and the Environment:

n

(2)

(1

Relative to recommendation 3.2 on page

13 of the technical review committee

report on the first Wagerup environ-

mental review and management pro-
gramme, now known as the drafl

ERMP—

(a) has the Government taken any
aclion to establish a legal basis
for the proposed Pinjarra ERMF;

(b) if “Yes”, what action has been
taken;

{c) if “No”, when does it intend to take
action?

Relative to recommendation 3.3 of the

same report, has the Government clari-

fied the legal status of the Wagerup

ERMP and the revised ERMP; if not,

why not?

O'CONNOR replied:

and (2) It is not the intention of the

Government to enter into debate on

the report prepared for the company by
the Environmental Protection Authority.

BIRDS
Confiscation

4., Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for Fisheries
and Wildlife:

Adverting to my question 2173, will the
Minister advise:

(1) Where were the four birds that were
confiscated housed?

(2) Were these birds kept in isofation
from other birds of the same species
so that they can be readily
identified?

(3) ¥f the answer to (2) is “Yes", will
the four birds confiscated now be
returned to their owner?

(4) If the answer to (2) is “No”, how is
the department going to identify the
birds so that they can be returned
to their rightful owner?

(5) What species of birds were con-
fiscated? -

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) to (5) I know the member gave
notice of this question, but I have
not received the reply from the
department. I will be happy 1o
endeavour to make the answer
available to the member for Swan
as spon as I receive it from the
department.

CLOSE OF SESSION: SECOND PART

Targer Dare

5. Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

Is the Premier able to indicate when the
present parliamentary session will end?
We have made considerable progress
with the earlier list of proposed legis-
lation with which he provided me. For
the benefit of members, penerally, and
the plans they necd 1o make, perhaps il
is possible for him 1o give some indi-
cation as (o when the present session
might. conclude?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

I would be posing (o have the wisdom of
Solomon if ] made an estimalc of when
this session will aclually end. The Gov-
ernment has made its Iegislative pro-
gramme clear to the Opposition. To the
best of my knowledge there is only one
other Bill hovering around; there is the
possibility of having 1o introduce a
special small Bill in connection with
the Reserves Act as a result of a situa-
tion that has developed on the goldfields
which apparently requires early clarifica-
tion, so as lo clear the way for a
possible project there. Apart from that
I do not know of any other legislation.

I would rather Teave it al that and con-
fer with the Leader of the Opposition,
as 1 undertook to do on Tuesday, about
when we can slot in private members'
business on a suitable basis. We still
have a Jong way to go with some Tegis-
lation, particularly the Estimates; now
that we have got 10 the deparimental
estimates they are being debated in more
detail than is normal. That is up to
members,
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At this stage ] am not prepared to hazard
a guess, The Government has left its
plans very flexible for a cessation of the
session in either two weeks or four
weeks, whatever is the tempo of the
business.

CONTROL OF VEHICLES (OFF-ROAD

AREAS) BILL
Local Authorities

6. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for. Local Gov-
ernment:

Mrs

Firstly, can she say when local auth-
orities were supplied with copies of the
Control of Vehicles (Off-road areas}
Bill?

Secondly, what opportunities will be
provided for Jocal authorities to con-
sider the new Bill and make submissions
to the Minister prior to its passage
through the Parliament?

CRAIG replied:

There would have been no opportunity
for local government authorities to have
asked for*a copy of the Bill before it
came to the House yesterday. There
has been consulation with local govern-
ment auothorities over the Jlast six
months and even prior to that time
they were being consulted. That is not
to say every one of the 138 authorities
has been consulted, although all were
given the opporiunily lo make a sub-
mission on the first Bill which came
to the House earlier in the session.
The executive of their assaciation is well
aware of the contents of the Bill now
before the House, and I am sure ali
those interested will ensure they obtain
copies of thc Bill, which will be sup-
plied to them at any time from now on.

MINING: GOLD

Fimiston Mines

7. Mr GRILL, to the Minister for Mines:

What further action does the Govern-
ment contemplate taking in respect of
the reopening of the Fimiston leases,
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either in association with Kalgoorlie Min-
ing Associates, or independently of
KMA?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

1 have released a Press statement in con-
nection with this matter. What the Gov-
ernment, in full understanding with the
companies will do, is consult with othet
companies which have sufficient back-
ground, interest, and solidity in this type
of mining so they as private companies
also could have a lJook at the study.
Perhaps they could have an input based
on their own experience which might be
based on different techniques. Perhaps
they can come up with some solution
which would result in better economic
development than that proposed by
KMA. If we can find willing people
elsewhere, the present partners in KMA
would be quite prepared to start nego-
tiations in regard to some sort of joint
venture in order to develop the project.

MINING: BAUXITE

Government Contraol

8. Mr BARNETT, to the Premier:

i

2)

How does the Government reconcile
answers to questions by me which as.
sured me the State had legal control
over bauxite mining with the recommen-
dations of the EPA Technical Advisory
Comnmittee, that the Government, “As
a matter of urgency explore ways of
regaining a greater depree of legislative
control over bauxite mining™?

What action is the Government iaking
to regain legislative control over bauxite
mining?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

1 thank the member for some notice of
this question the answer to which is as
follows—

{1} and (2) The TAG report is_an ad-
visory report to the EPA. The EPA
has considered the report and many
other submissions before making its
recommendations to the Govern-
ment. The EPA advice and jis re-
commendations have been heeded
and acted upon.
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COMMUNITY WELFARE
Family Support Services Scheme

9. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Community
Welfare:

The Minister will recall that yesterday
I asked a question about the rejection
of the Melville City Council's applica-
tion for funds under the WA Family
Support Services Scheme. The Minister
said the application had not been rejected
by the State commitiee, but by the

Federal Minister (Senator Guilfoyle),
Will the Minister undertake to find out
from the Federal Minister why Melville's
application, which was recommended by
the State committee, was rejected by
her?

Mr YOUNG replied:

I will be attempting te speed up an
answer from the Federal Minister in
respect of applications not only from
the City of Melville, but also the other
five applications which were rejected.



